
MONTANA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
AGENDA NO. 12-06-12 

 

NOTICES ONLY 
 
 

Date Published:  June 7, 2012  
For Work Week Commencing:  June 11, 2012 
Next Commission meeting:  June 19, 2012, 9:00 a.m. 
 
General Introduction  This agenda is the Commission's agenda for the work week 
designated.  In the latter part of each week (generally, Thursday by 2:00 p.m.) prior to 
the work week to which an agenda pertains, the agenda is posted on the public 
information bulletin board at the Commission offices, deposited in the mail directed to all 
persons who have properly requested notice by mail, emailed to all persons who have 
properly requested notice by email, and posted to the Public Service Commission’s 
worldwide web site located at http://psc.mt.gov. 
 
Place of Meetings  All meetings are held at the Commission offices, 1701 Prospect 
Avenue, Helena, Montana, unless otherwise noted. 
 
Live webcast  Unless otherwise noted on this agenda, all Commission meetings held 
during regular business hours that are noticed on this agenda will be webcast live via 
the audio and video feed links on the PSC website at http://psc.mt.gov (go to “Agendas 
& Meetings” then “Audio/Video Archives”).  The audio feeds of meetings are also 
archived at the same website location. 
 
Inquiries  General inquiries concerning this agenda and subscribing to notice by mail 
may be made to Kate Whitney at (406) 444-3056.  She may refer inquiries to another 
person within the agency. 
 
Accommodation for Persons with Disabilities  Anyone needing an accommodation for 
physical, hearing, or sight impairment in order to attend a scheduled meeting should 
contact the Commission secretary at (406) 444-6199 sufficiently prior to the meeting to 
allow accommodations to be made. 
 

 
 
 Other Meetings 
 
6/11- 6/13/12 – Western Conference of Public Service Commissioners (Sunriver, 
Oregon – no web audio feed)  
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Notice Items  All items identified below are noticed for public participation 
purposes.  Unless otherwise stated in the text of the notice, the items will be action 
items on the next following agenda or a subsequent agenda and participation may be 
had by submitting written comments to the Public Service Commission, 1701 Prospect 
Avenue, P.O. Box 202601, Helena, Montana 59620-2601, within 5 calendar days 
following publication of this agenda. Public comments on a noticed matter may also be 
submitted within the required time through the PSC's web-based comment form at 
http://psc.mt.gov/Consumers/comments.  Comments should reference the docket 
number of the matter. 

 
 1.  Central Montana Communications, Inc. N2012.6.63     (Mike) 
 
 Central Montana Communications, Inc. (Central) has filed for approval with 

this Commission Tariff Revisions applicable to the Lifeline Assistance 
Program for Central.  Included in the request is Central’s formal Request to 
Withdraw from participation in the Montana telephone low-income assistance 
program effective August 1, 2012, pursuant to M.C.A. §69-3-1007. 

 
 2.  Transitional Intrastate Access Charge Reductions    N2012.4.42 (Gary) 
 
 The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) issued its Universal 

Service/Intercarrier Compensation Reform Order (FCC 11-161) on November 
28, 2011.  FCC 11-161 required a series of transitional intrastate access 
charge reductions for both price cap and rate of return carriers with the first 
reduction to be effective July 3, 2012.  (The original effective date of July 1, 
2012, was extended to July 3, 2012, in FCC DA 23-482, ¶15, released on 
March 28, 2012.) 

  
 The following companies have filed tariffs reflecting that transitional intrastate 

access charge reduction: 
 
 CenturyTel of Montana d/b/a CenturyLink Filed June 1, 2012 
 Qwest Corporation d/b/a CenturyLink QC Filed June 1, 2012 
 Citizens Telecommunications Co. d/b/a Frontier 
 Communications Filed May 25, 2012 
 Hot Springs Telephone Company Filed June 5, 2012 
 Montana Access Coalition – Montana Access Tariff No. 1 Filed June 1, 2012 
  Central Montana Communications, Inc. 
  Lincoln Telephone Company, Inc. 
  Project Telephone Company 
  Southern Montana Telephone Company 
 Ronan Telephone Company Filed June 1, 2012 
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Protective Orders – Notice Items  The Commission has received the following 
requests for protective order pursuant to ARM 38.2.5007.  The Commission will rule on 
the requests no earlier than 10 days after the publication date of this agenda.  
Comments on the requests may be submitted at any time prior to ruling.  Copies of 
these requests may be viewed on the Commission’s website at http://psc.mt.gov. 

 
 1.  On June 4, 2012, Qwest Corporation d/b/a CenturyLink QC filed a Motion for 

a Protective Order for the protection of information contained in Tariff 
Transmittal No. 12-01A, specifically information described and identified as 
data collected to satisfy the reporting requirements, to modify CenturyLink 
tariffs in satisfaction of FCC-11-161 and pursuant to 47 C.F. R. §51.907(b).  
Specifically CenturyLink requests a standard protective order to protect 
claimed trade secrets in the referenced tariff filings from being publicly 
disclosed. 

 
 

 Protective Orders – Information Items  The Commission has issued the 
following protective orders.  These orders may be challenged pursuant to ARM 
38.2.5008.  Copies of these orders may be viewed on the Commission’s website at 
http://psc.mt.gov. 

 
 
Information Items  All items identified below are for information only. 
 
  
New Filings Received in Past Week 
 
D2012.5.49 – NorthWestern Energy – Application for of 1) Deferred Cost 
Account Balances for Electricity Supply, CU4 Variable Costs/Credits, and DGGS 
Variable Costs/Credits; and 2) Projected Electricity Supply Cost Rate, CU4 
Variable Rates, and DGGS Variable Rates 

 D2012.5.62 – Yellowstone Pipe Line Company – Application for Rate Increase – 
Proposed Montana Tariff No. PSC No. 49.1, Local Tariff Applying on Petroleum 
Products from Billings, Montana, to Bozeman, Helena, Great Falls, and Missoula, 
Montana 

 N2012.6.63 – Central Montana Communications, Inc. – Tariff Revision to 
Implement Withdrawal from the Montana Low-Income Telephone Assistance 
Program and Notice of Withdrawal from the Montana Low-Income Telephone 
Assistance Program   

 D2012.6.64 – Steven Burch – Complaint of Steven Burch vs. NorthWestern 
Energy 
 
   


