
                                                                                           Service Date   February 23, 1977

BEFORE THE UTILITY DIVISION

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE REGULATION
MONTANA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

IN THE MATTER OF the Application of       )
CUT BANK GAS COMPANY for Authority to  )           DOCKET NO. 6286
Adopt New Rates Charged for Natural       )            ORDER NO. 4251b
Gas Service                   )

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Order No. 4251 in Docket No. 6388 granted the Cut Bank Gas Company (Cut

Bank) the right to increase its rates to recoup the increases in purchased gas costs realized from

any Order issued to The Montana Power Company (Montana Power) in Docket No. 6348.

2. On January 5, 1977, the Commission issued Order No. 4220B in Docket No.

6348, which granted Montana Power a temporary increase in natural gas rates. That Order

resulted in higher gas costs to Applicant which it was allowed to recover in Order No. 4251A.

3. Cut Bank purchases 65 percent of the gas it distributes from Montana Power.

4. On February 23, l977, the Commission issued Order No. 4220C, which

authorized a further gas rate increase to Montana Power and was effective for services rendered

after March 1, 1977.

5. This increase will result in a corresponding expense increase to Applicant.

CONCLUSION OF LAW

The rate levels resulting from the increase granted herein are just and reasonable.



DOCKET NO. 6286, Order No. 4251B

ORDER

1. Cut Bank is authorized to increase its rates to recover increased gas costs from

Montana Power as a result of the Commission’s Order No. 4220C, and to file tariffs and

supporting cost computations.

2. The filed tariffs shall be effective for natural gas delivered after March 1, 1977.

3. The increased rates shall be collected on a constant, uniform cents per mcf basis.

DONE IN OPEN SESSION by a vote of 3-0 at a meeting of the Public Service

Commission held February 23, 1977.

                                                                                       __________________________________
                                                                                       GORDON E. BOLLINGER, Chairman

                                                                                       __________________________________
                                                                                       P. J. GILFEATHER, Commissioner

                                                                                      __________________________________
                                                                                      THOMAS J. SCHNEIDER, Commissioner

ATTEST:

GAIL E. BEAN
Secretary

(Seal)

NOTICE:  You are entitled to judicial review of this Order.  Judicial review may be obtained by
filing within thirty (30) days from the service of this Order a petition for review pursuant to
Section 82-4216, R.C.M. 1947.


