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Service Dette: DeceiTber 16, 1981 

DEP!~RTi'lENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE REGu::.A'rJ'j;\l 
BEFORE THE ?UGLIC SERVICE COMMISSIO~ 

0 4' THE ST/\TE OF 1'-iONTf\NA 

* * * * 

IN Tl-!E !•lATTER of the ,\pplicatior, 
of Consumers Gas Competny for Auth
ority to Increetso Rates etnd Charges) 
for Nettural Ga' Service. ) 

) 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

UTILITY GIVISION 
DOCKET NO. 81.12.109 
INTERH1 RATE ORDER 4872 

1. Cons0~ers Gas Company (Ap9lica~~) applied to this Commission 

for an Order authorizing an increase in the rates Applicant charges for 

natural gas service. The application sought authority to increase rates 

in order to track the incre2se of $.1382 Mcf in the cost of purchased 

e nutural gas from Treasure State PipeLine Compwy resulting from the 

Commission's granting termination of the Oilmont/Fo0r Corners/Ferdig 

portion of the Tredsure State PipE· Line Company's trans1nission pipeline 

system effective December 15, 1981 in Docket No. 81.10.92. 

2. Or: November lJ, :_981, the Commission's Order No. 4857 in 

Docket No. 81.10.92 granted Treasure State Pipe Line Company authority 

to terminate [)Ortions of its ncttural gas transmi~;sion pipeline. 

3. Order No. 4857 will result in increo.sed purchased natural gas 

costs to Consumers Gus Company, because Treasure State Pipe Line Company 

will be purchasing 100~, rather than the previous 96%, of its natural 

gas from the Montana Power Company. As a result the cost of gas 

purchased by Consumers Gas Company from Treasure State Pipe Line Company 

will increose by $.1382 Me£, and Consumers Gas Company will need to increase 

.its natural gas service rates and charges to its customers by $.1382 Mcf 

to track the increase. 
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4. Due to the f.:1ct th.:1t Consumers Gas CornpL1ny does ull of its 

lJillins nunu:,ll~;, the Co;r:missiun finds thc,t the ComiJCJny's request that 

its tr3cf_in'J incrc.Jse to its cnc1-usc customers L"'-' .:illm·;ecl in the amount 

o f $ . l 4 ~·~ c f r :, t h e r t h ::1 n $ . 1 3 8 2 :'-1 c f i s j u s t i E i e cl o n t h e b ~~ s i s o f b i 11 i n g 

convenience. 

l. T!,c, Com;;:ission ;n.Jy, 1n its discretion, temporarily ap;_)rove 

increases per~din<J ~~ '•e.::~ring or1 final CJction. If the final action is 

to dis~'tJtnovc the 1ncre~.se, the Commission sh.::ill orcler ::1 rebate to all 

con s u r,l e r s for t he 3m o u n t co ll e c ted r c t r o a c t i v e to the d a t e of t h e 

temporCJry approval, Section ')9-3-304, MC/\, 

2. The application will be noticed for he,:ning at .:1 later d.:tte. 

OHDER 

1. Consumers Gas Company is authoriz~~ to increase its rates to 

recover increased natural gas costs from Treasure State Pipe Line 

Company as a result of the Commission's Order No. 4857, and to file 

tariffs 3ncl supportin(j cost computations. 

2. The increase gra~ted herein is subject to reGate should the 

final order in this docket determine that a lesser increase than 

authorized by this order is reguired. 

3. In the event a rebate is directed by a supplemental orde~ 

1n this Docket, provision shall be made in that order to cause 3ll 

uncollected rebates to be escheated to the State of Montana, in the 

manner provided by law. 
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• 4. The increased rates shall be collected on a contract uniform 

cents per Mcf ~Qsis. 

c: 
..) . The filed tariffs shall be effective for services rendered 

on and after December 15, 1981 

DONE IN OPE~,! SESSION by a vote of S-0 z:. _ o meeting of the 

Public Service Commission held in Helena, Hontana on December 14, 1981. 
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• BY ORDER OF THE i'-!ONTi\N/\ PUBLIC SERVICE COi'-H·1ISSION. 

/~f~----1 ~ / 1/leJ ~· ,,~ / G 0 n DOt.; -. t 0 L L I 'Ec::-7 =-R-, ---:cCo-ch-a--,-i _r_m_a_n ___ _ 
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l\ "/! ,-) 
0 ' -=v, ____ ) /-{:; .,_ --~~-~ --- _ _,.._ 

JOBN B. DRISCOLL, Commissioner 
! 

J 
.- I " . : 

HO\vAim L. ELLIS, Co:tlmissioncr 
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.. / I ./, / ', / / J.. i 
_(_ / C C- .~ .. e··r7 _'_. • r ~ _ ----c._': ..:-_ ~, , --~'-' 

THOMAS J. SCHNEIDER, Comm1ssioner 

A'l'TES'l': 
.'; 

7 I ;; j ' I J ' ./ 

Madeline L. Ccttr1ll 
Commission Secretary 

(SEAL) 

NOTE: You may be entitled to judicial review of the final decision 
in this matter. If no Motion for Reconsideration is filed, 
judicial review may be obtained by filing a petition for review 
within thirty (30) days from the service of this order. Tf a 
Motion for Reconsideration is filed, a Commission order is final 
for purpose of appeal upon the entry of a ruling on that motion, 
or upon the passage of ten (10) days following the filing of that 
motion. cf. the Montana Administrative Procedure Act, esp. Sec. 
2-4-702, 1'-!Cll.: and Commission Rules of Practice a::.d Procedure, esp. 
38.2.4806 ARH. 
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