Service Date: October 8, 1982

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE REGULATION
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
Or THE STATE OF MONTANA

* k% k% %

IN THE MATTER of the Application of
Great Falls Gas Company for Author-
ity to Increase Rates and Charges
for Natural Gas Service.

UTILITY DIVISION

DOCKET NOS. 81.3.30
and 81.7.75

INTERIM RATE ORDER NO. 4777c¢
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FINDINGS OF FACT

1. ~Great Falis Gas Company {Applicant) applied ﬂo tﬁié
Commission for an Order‘authoriiing an increase in the rates
Applicaﬁt charges for natural gas service. The application sought
authority to increase rates in order to recover all cost increases
resulting from rate increases granted The Montana Power Company
(Montana Power) in Docket Nos. 81.3.28 and 81.6.57.
| 2.  On May 10, 1982, the Commission's Ordex No. 4775b in
Docket Nos; 81.3.28 and 81.6.57 granted Montana Power a natural
‘gas rate increaSe.. Order No. 4775b authorized the amortization of
the negative deferred gas cost balance. That amortization which
reduced rates to the Firm Utility Class by 5.6¢/MCF has now been
completed. |

.3. Order No. 4775b will result in increased purchased gas

costs to Great Falls Gas Company.
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The Commission may, in its discretion, temporarily
approve increases pending a hearihg on final action. If the final
action 1is to disapprove the increase the Commission shall order a
rebate to all consumers for the amount collected retroactive to

the date Oﬁ:thertémporéry;appfoval. 69-3-304, MCA.

2. 7 The applicatioanill_be-notiCed_for hearing-at a later
A'date,_»
ORDER -
1.  Great Ealls Gas Company is authorized to increase its

rréteSftb,reEOVer fhéréaéed"gasvcostS-frbm'Montaﬁé Power as a
_feSuit‘fofhe’commiésion's:Order No. 4775b, and to fiié'tariffs‘
'A and su??of£in§'¢ost édmputations. |
Y I Thé‘iﬁcréasé'giénted hereinAiS'éubject to‘febaté éhould
v_the'fiﬁél‘érder inrfhis docket determihé.thét_ailesser inctease
"'f}£han authérizéd.by this O;der'is réqgired} ”
Ty 'fIﬁ'Ehe-eVenE'a febate'isrdirected by a Suppleméﬁtal
’Qfder'iﬁ this:Dockeﬁ}fprovisioﬁ-éhall.ﬁé'made injthéﬁ ofder fo
'7}§éﬁse'a115uncailectéd,rébateé-£O‘be'eSChéated'to the State of
A Montané, in' the manner provided by law.
V4}--~The increased rates shall be colléctea'on a_coﬁstant,
'unifofm céhts per Mcf basis.
5. The filed tariffs shall be effective for services

"rendered on and after - - October 1, 1982.
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DONE IN OPEN SESSION by a vote of 4- (0 at a meeting of the
Public Service Commission held in Helena, Montana on September 27,

1982.
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BY ORDER OF THE MONTANA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION.
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NOTE::

You may be entitled to judicial review of the final
decision in this matter. If no Motion for Reconsid-
eration is filed, judicial review may be obtained by
filing a petition for review within thirty (30) days
from the service of this order. .If a Motion for Re-
consideration is filed, a Commission order is final
for purpose of appeal upon the entry of a ruling on
that motion, or upon the passage of ten (10) days
following the filing of that motion. c¢f. the Montana
Administrative Procedure Act, esp. Sec. 2-4-702, MCA;
and Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure, esp.
38.2.4806 ARM. '



