
Service Date: October 8, 1982 

DEPARTHENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE REGULATION 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMlUSSION 

OF THE STATE OF f.10NTANA 

* * * * 

IN THE 11A'l'TER of the Application of 
Great Falls Gas Cofupany for Author­
ity to Increase Rates and Charges 
for Natural Gas Service. 

-----------------------------------------

FINDINGS OF FACT 

UTI~~TY D:visroN " .; 
DOChET NOS. 81.3.~0 

and 81.7. 75 
INTERD1 RNfE ORDER NO. 4 7 77 c 

l. Great Falls Gas Company (Applicant) applied to this 

Coramission for an Order authorizing an increase· in the rates 

Applicant charges for natural gas service. The application sought 

authority to increase rates in order to recover all cost increases 

resulting from rate increases granted The Bontana Pov1er Company 

(Montana Power) in Docket Nos. 81.3.28 and 81.6.57. 

2. On Hay 10, 1982, the Commission's Order No. 4775b in 

Docket Nos. 81.3.28 and 81.6.57 granted Montana Power a natural 

gas rate increase. Order No. 4775b authorized the amortization of 

the negative deferred gas cost balance. That amortization which 

reduced rates to the Firm Utility Class by 5.6¢/MCF has now been 

completed. 

3. Order No. 4775b will result ln increased purchased gas 

costs to Great Falls Gas Company. 
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

l. The Commission may, in its discretion, temporarily 

approve increases pending a hearing on final action. If the final 

action is to disapprove the increase the Commission shall order a 

rebate to all consumers for the amount collected retroactive to 

the date of the temporary approval. 69-3-304, MCA: 

2. -The application will be noticed for hearing at a later 

·date. 

ORDER 

l. ~ieat Falls Gas Company is authorized to incr~ase its 

ra-tes·· to recover £ncreased gas costs from Hontana Power as a 

resu-lt of the Commission's Order No. 4775b, and to flle tariffs 

·and supporting cost computations. 
-.. 2 .. The iricrease granted herein is subject to rebate should 

the final order in -this docket determine that a lesser increase 

than authdrized by this order is re~uired~ 

-· 3. ~ri-~he ~vent- a rebate£~ directed by a supplemental 

·brder iri this Docke~, provision shall be made ln that order to 
- -

~a~~e all'~ncolledted r~bates to be esch~~ted to the s£ateDf 

Montana, in the manner provided by law. 

4. - The increased rates shall be collected on a constant 

·uniform cents p~r Mdf basis. 

s.- The filed tariffs shall be effective for services 

rendered on and after October 1, 1982. 
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DONE IN OPEN SESSION by a vote of 4- 0 at a meeting of the 

Public Service Commission held in Helena, Hontana on September 27, 

1982. 
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(SEAL) 

NOTE: 

/coRDON -E. BOLLINGj::R, Chairman 

.. ··· CLY~/1'"JARVIS, 7/ril,missioner - ~ .. 
v . ·'i . . 

. ~-' ·;~~~si!Oner 

You may be entitled to judicial review of the final 
decision in this matter. If no Motion for Reconsid­
eration is filed, judicial review may be obtained by 
filing a petition for review within thirty (30) days 
from the service of this order. If a Motion for Re­
consideration is filed, a Commission order is final 
for purpose of appeal upon the entry of a ruling on 
that motion, or upon the passage of ten (10) days 
following the filing of that motion. cf. the Montana 
Administrative Procedure Act, esp. Sec. 2-4-702, MCA; 
and Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure, esp. 
38.2.4806 ARM. 


