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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE REGULATION
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IN THE MATTER Of The Application )

Of The MONTANA STATE AFL-CIO And ) UTILITY DIVISION

The MONTANA STATE BUILDING And )

The INVESTIGATION BY THE MONTANA ) DOCKET NOS. 83.11.82
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION Into The) And 84.1.3

Alleged Safety Defects )

In The Montana Power Company's New) ORDER NO. 5057d

16-Inch Natural Gas Transmission )

Line. )

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The Commission's Order No. 5057b required The Montana
Power Company (MPC) to prepare and submit for Commission
approval a girth weld crack monitoring program for its 16-

inch natural gas pipeline between Warm Springs and Augusta,
MT.

2. The crack monitoring procedure had to include at least
radiographic and ultrasonic techniques on at least four

cracks during the first five years of pipeline operation.

3. On June 9, 1986, the Commission received MPC's Pipeline

Monitoring Program.

4. On August 14, 1986, the Commission approved the monitoring
program and issued Order No. 5057c.

5. For the years 1987 - 1991, MPC provided the Commission

with results of each year's monitoring.



6. Dr. Bruce W. Christ, Institute for Better Construction
Materials, was retained by the Commission to review the
results of each year's monitoring and provide a Technical

Report.

7. On June 28, 1990, a Notice of Commission Action was issued
stating that MPC had fulfilled its obligation under F.O.F.
#55 of Order No. 5057b and that no further dimensional

stability monitoring was required.

8. On November 25, 1991, MPC filed a request for an order
stating that the requirements of Order No. 5057b had been met

and that no further cracked weld monitoring is required.

9. Dr. Christ's Technical Report 91-8 was received on January
22,1992. Paragraph 8, Section E, Conclusions about cracked
girth welds states: "Results of the 1986-1991 Monitoring
Program on six cracked girth welds summarized in this report
indicate that the Montana Power Company has fulfilled its
obligations under PSC Order 5057b. These results demonstrate
that the cracked girth welds pose no threat to the pipeline's
serviceability or safety. No further cracked-weld monitoring

is required.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The Commission has jurisdiction over the matter addressed
in these dockets, pursuant to the Natural Gas Pipeline Safety
Act of 1968, 49 U.S.C. 1671 et seqg. and 69-3-207, MCA.

2. Since 1968, the Commission has been authorized by the
U.S. Department of Transportation to enforce the provisions

of the Natural Gas Pipeline Safety Act.



ORDER

1. The Montana Power Company has fulfilled its obligation of
the five year monitoring program pursuant to Order No. 5057c¢

and no further monitoring is required.

DONE AND DATED in open session at Helena, Montana this
24th day of February, 1992 by a 5 - O vote.

BY ORDER OF THE MONTANA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

HOWARD L. ELLIS, Chairman

DANNY OBERG, Vice Chairman

BOB ANDERSON, Commissioner

JOHN B. DRISCOLL, Commissioner

WALLACE W. “WALLY"” MERCER, Commissioner

ATTEST:

Ann Peck

Commission Secretary

(SEAL)

NOTE: Any interested party may request that the

Commission reconsider this decision. A motion to
reconsider must be filed within ten (10) days. See
38.2.4806, ARM.



