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DEPArUMENT OF PUBLIC SEFNlCE REGULATION 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SEJ~VICE COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF MONTANA 

IN THE MATI'EE OfThc 1\pplication 
Of The City of Wolf Point To Incrc;1sc 
l\atcs And Ch;1rges For Sewer Sen·ice 
In Its \Volf !'oint. Mont;m<J St'l\'it'l' Arc;l. 

UTILITY DIVISION 
DOCKET NO. ~n. l2.h:) 
ORDl~l\ NO. :=i7f·A 

DEFAUI;r OHDEI\ GEANTING SEWER f\ATE INCREASE i\J'PLICATION 

I3ACJ\.GEOUND 

l. On Ikcemlwr l :). I ~lY:-5. the Citv of Wolf Point (City or Applie<mt) 

filed an Application with the Montana f'ublir: Service Commission (PSC) 

pursuant to ~§GS.l-7-101 f_t seq .. MCA. for an Order authonzing the Applicant 

to increase sewer r<1tcs in its Wolf Point. Mont<ma service <llT<l. The 

Application rt'Cjllested a rcvem w increase of 21.27% or approximatelY $:1(:).120 

in additional annual revenues to repay a lo;m. IHJITO\Vcd from the Montan<1 

Depart mcnt of llcalth and Envinmmental Sciences (Dll.I::S). t<ll\.en to make 

improvements to tlw City's wastewater stabilization ponds. 

2. On ,J;muarv h. l S.394. the PSC issued a Notice of Opportunity !;-or 

Public Ht•<Jring. A provision in that notice stated. "lf no lwarin,Q is ITljlWStcd by 

FciJruarv 7. I yq4. no !waring will lw held and an appropri;llc Ordn mav he 

iss1wd IJ<lSl'd ttpon l'\'idt·tHT sttllmittecl with tht' i\pplic<ltion." 
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:3. On FcllnJary 7. l~l~)4. the PSC n·ccived an amended Application 

from the City. statinp: th<lt the origin;d Applic;ltion failed to include tlw 

necessary Cit~· ColliH'il F.csollition <IJithoriz:int?; the Citv to request l'SC 

approval of the r;\t(' Applic;llion. The <111H'IHkd 1\pplication indll(kd tlw 

HesoluUon. b11l did not nwdifv the <lll10lll1f of relief requested. 

4. On Fehru;u-v· Y. !YY4. the PSC issued an Amended Notice of 

Opportunity For !'1Iblic Hearing. J\ provision in that notice stated. "The 

comnwnt period to file ;1 written protest or request a hearing is hnellv 

extended twenty (20) clays. or to March !. l ~3Y4 ... 

5. The PSC has received no protest or rr·cj~H·st for hearing. 

G. On FC'hruary 24. 1994. the PSC received a letter from the city 

requesting th;lt tlw PSC defer action on this Application for sLxty (()0) days in 

ordn to review tlH' i\pplic;ltion tJJrtlwr. 

7. On M;1rch ~). l ~-JY4. t!H· PSC st;dl gr;mtcd the deferral j)1Jrsu;l!1t to 

PSC direction. 

8. On ;\pr!l 22. l ~)~)4. the !'SC recl'ivccl from the Applir:;mt a letter 

requesting that the PSC proceed with any action on the Application. 

FlNDl:"JGS OF FACT 

~l. Thl' CitY Coun('il of the City of Wolf Point passt'd <I resohJ1ion to 

rl'CJI H'SI PSC apprm·;\1 oltlw proposed r;ltt·s. 

10. Thl' Cit\' I1l'l'cls ;lclclition;tl rt'\TI11H' to meet DilES Jo;\11 

rE'cplirt'mcnts. 
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ll. Tlw proposed rates will increase <1nnua1 rcvcmws by 

apprmdmatelv $~36.120. or an increase of 21.27°;h in total annual I-cvcnucs 

from sewer rates. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

I. Tlw Appli('<Jnt. the City of \Volf Point. is a Jllihlic II!ilitv as defined 

in ~hY<)-1 0 I. MCA. The MonLma Public Service Commission properly 

exercises jurisdiction over mlmicipalli!ility rate increase Applications in excess 

of 12% in tot;ll <11111tldl IT\'l'nlH'S. Section hY-7-102. MCA. 

2. The PSC h<ts provided ;Hkquatc pu!Jiic notice ancl <Ill opportllllity 

to llc heard r~s rccp1ircd llv ~hY-:)-:)0;). MCA. ;md Titll' 2. Chapter..:+. MCA 

(Montana Aclministr<1tive Procedures Act). 

;). The rates and rate structurl' in this Order arc j11st ancl reasonable. 

Sections f>S"J<)-20 1 ;mel \-)Y-3-:'nO. MCA 

ORDER 

IT IS 1 !EFEBY OJ~DEFED THAT: 

I. The rates as fill'd by the Applicant with its Application arc 

a 11 t Jv)riz.ecl. 

2. Tlw r;1tcs shall he eflectivc upon exec11tion of the DHES Joan. 

;). The Applic;l!lt. the City of Wolf Point. shall file 1opies of the DilES 

DONE IN OPEN SESSION <It I il'kna. MonLtn<l on this ~lth rl<IY of Mav. 

8 1994. by (\ 5-0\'()(('. 
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BY ORDER OF THE MONT/\N/\ PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

/\TrEST: 

1\athkrw M. /\nckrson 
Cc,mmission ::-,ccrcl<1r\' 

(SEAL) 

G-~ 7?o~<-
BOH T~O\VE. Vice Chairman 

~~---· 
D/\ VE FISHER Commissioner 
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NOTE: 
/\11\' intcrTstcd part~· 111<1}' rl'qucst th<~t the Commission ITC'onsicler 
this dcC'ision. 1\ motion to rcC'onsidcr nutst lw filed within ten ( 10) 

days. Sec :-~H.2.4ROl-). 1\.RM 


