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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE REGULATION
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MONTANA

* * * * *

IN THE MATTER OF LACASA GRANDE ) UTILITY DIVISION
ESTATES WATER COMPANY, Application )
for Authority to Increase Rates ) DOCKET NO. 95.6.28
and Charges for Water Service to )
Customers within its Service Area. ) ORDER NO. 5866

FINAL ORDER

On June 6, 1995, LaCasa Grande Estates Water Company (LWC)

filed before the Public Service Commission (PSC) a "Petition for

Immediate Expedited Interim Rate Increase" (application for

authority to increase rates for a fixed period) for water service

to its customers in LaCasa Grande Estates Subdivision, East

Helena, Montana.

LWC is proposing improvements to its system (a new and

deeper well and pump at or near the site of its current well #3)

at an estimated cost of $56,000, to be financed by a grant of

$36,000 and a LWC shareholder loan of $20,000 at 10 percent

interest.  LWC proposes a rate increase for repayment of the

anticipated shareholder loan through the continuation of a

current $6.00 per month portion of existing rates (for previous

improvements and an engineering assessment, paras. 4 and 18, PSC

Docket No. 91.2.3, Order No. 5610d) scheduled to terminate



October 1, 1995, for an additional 25 months or such time as is

necessary to repay the loan.

On July 14, 1995, the PSC issued a Notice of Application and

Intervention Deadline on LWC's application.  The Montana Consumer

Counsel (MCC) filed a request for intervention on August 14,

1995.  No other requests for intervention were received.  No

objections or requests for hearing were received.  Upon PSC

inquiry, MCC indicated that it intervened to preserve its inter-

est in the event protests were received or a hearing were held.

The PSC finds that LWC's application and the proposals

included in it are reasonable and result in just and reasonable

rates.  It is HEREBY ORDERED that the application of LWC is

approved, as filed, all provisions and conditions proposed in the

application which should be so interpreted to preserve the

integrity of this Order are incorporated herein by this reference

as an Order of the PSC.

Done and dated this 19th day of September, 1995, by a vote

of 5-0.
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BY ORDER OF THE MONTANA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

________________________________________
NANCY MCCAFFREE, Chair

________________________________________
DAVE FISHER, Vice Chair

________________________________________
BOB ANDERSON, Commissioner

________________________________________
DANNY OBERG, Commissioner

________________________________________
BOB ROWE, Commissioner

ATTEST: 

Kathlene M. Anderson
Commission Secretary

(SEAL)

NOTE: Any interested party may request the Commission to
reconsider this decision.  A motion to reconsider must
be filed within ten (10) days.  See 38.2.4806, ARM.


