Service Date: April 12, 1996

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE REGULATION
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF MONTANA

% % % % %

IN THE MATTER OF EXTENDED AREA ) UTILITY DIVISION

SERVICE, Regional, Glacier County. ) DOCKET NO. 95.6.81
) ORDER NO. 5891a

ORDER DISMISSING CASE

On October 25, 1995 the Public Service Commission (PSC), issued a notice commencing
consideration of telephone extended area service (EAS) in Glacier County on a county-wide basis.
The local exchange companies involved (U S West Communications, 3 Rivers Telephone
Cooperative, and Northern Telephone Cooperative) then submitted call usage studies reflecting
that the calling criteria required for further consideration of EAS in Glacier County was not met,
except for exchange-to-exchange EAS for the North Cut Bank exchange (Northern) and the Cut
Bank exchange (USW).

On January 5, 1996 the PSC issued a notice proposing dismissal of the county-wide
regional approach to EAS in Glacier County, but invited the North Cut Bank exchange to further
pursue EAS with the Cut Bank exchange. In March 29, 1996, Northern advised the PSC that it
has elected to not pursue this EAS.

There is now no issue remaining in the above-entitled docket. Therefore, the PSC hereby
dismisses the matter and closes the docket.

Done and dated this 9th day of April, 1996, by a vote of 5-0.
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BY ORDER OF THE MONTANA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

NANCY MCCAFFREE, Chair

DAVE FISHER, Vice Chair

BOB ANDERSON, Commissioner

DANNY OBERG, Commissioner

BOB ROWE, Commissioner

ATTEST:

Kathlene M. Anderson
Commission Secretary

(SEAL)

NOTE: Any interested party may request the Commission to reconsider this decision. A
motion to reconsider must be filed within ten (10) days. See ARM 38.2.4806.



