
Power Block Building, Suite 4A 
7 West Sixth Avenue 
P.O. Box 1211 
Helena, MT 59624 
(406) 443-4433 
Telecopier (406) 443-0039 

HAND DELIVERED 

Ms. Kate Whitney 

October 1, 2003 

Utility Division Administrator 
Montana Public Service Commission 
1701 Prospect Avenue 
P.O. Box 202601 
Helena, MT 59620-2601 

E-Mail miker@helenet.com 

Gwendolyn A. Vashro, PLS, CLA 
Paralegal 

Re: Cable & Communications Corporation, d/b/a Mid-Rivers 
Cellular, Petition for Designation as an Eligible 
Telecommunications Carrier 
Docket No. D2003.8.105 

Dear Ms. Whitney: 

Enclosed for filing is an original and ten copies of 
"Montana Telecommunications Association's General 
Intervention Petition." 

MJR/gv 
Encs. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MIC4J!JW' 
for MICHAEL J. ~ P.C. 

cc: Mr. Geoffrey A. Feiss 
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE REGULAf:f;Qif/';:' .vs_I-(Vivl: 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSIO:f:iUlV:iVl!S~)/QN 

OF THE STATE OF MONTANA 

In The Matter of Cable & ) 
Communications Corporation, d/b/a ) UTILITY DIVISION 
Mid-Rivers Cellular, Petition for ) 
Designation as an Eligible ) DOCKET NO. D2003.8.105 
Telecommunications Carrier ) ______________________________________ ) 

MONTANA TELECOMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATION'S 
GENERAL INTERVENTION PETITION 

Comes now the Montana Telecommunications Association 

("MTA") by and through its undersigned counsel, and submits this 

petition to intervene. 

1. On September 11, 2003, the Montana Public Service 

Commission issued a "Notice of Application and Intervention 

Deadline." This notice contained an October 3, 2003, deadline 

for intervention. 

2. MTA represents the following independent 

telecommunications service providers in Montana: 3 Rivers 

Telephone Cooperative, Inc.; Blackfoot Telephone Cooperative, 

Inc.; CenturyTel; Citizens Communications; Lincoln Telephone 

Company, Inc.; Range Telephone Cooperative, Inc.; and Southern 

Montana Telephone Company. 

3. Sections 38.2.2403 and 38.2.2405 ARM provide that an 

intervention shall be allowed if the petition contains (i) a 



clear and concise statement of the direct and substantial 

interest of the petitioner in the proceeding; (ii) the 

petitioner's position in regard to the matter in controversy; 

and (iii) a statement of the relief desired. The granting of a 

general intervention also should be in the public interest and 

not unduly broaden the issues in the proceeding. MTA should be 

allowed to participate because: 

(a) As a representative of seven independent 
telecommunications service providers in Montana, 
it has a direct and substantial interest in this 
Docket which is to ensure consistency and 
stability in the rural telecommunications market
place by assisting in, and advocating for the 
identification of specific criteria and criterium 
standards for ETC designation, since such 
criteria and standards directly impact rural 
service. In addition, any policy decisions 
regarding the designation of Eligible 
Telecommunications Carriers, including CMRS pro
viders, will impact future designations, includ
ing designations in other areas served by rural 
telecommunications carriers. Some of MTA's 
members have wireless licenses which overlap the 
petitioned area. 

{b) MTA seeks intervention in this Docket to protect 
the interests of all rural telecommunications 
providers and customers, and will only be able to 
ascertain an ultimate position pro or con as to 
the application upon participation in and comple
tion of the discovery process. 

(c) MTA seeks general intervention so as to be 
afforded relief in the form of a meaningful 
opportunity to have direct input as to establish
ment of the criteria to be applied in this and 
future ETC cases. 
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(d) MTA seeks intervention to the pending proceeding 
in order to bring infor.mation and views concern
ing the proposed designation and public interest 
impact(s) which may not otherwise be available to 
the Commission. 

(e) MTA's intervention will not unduly broaden the 
issues nor unduly delay or prejudice the 
adjudication of the rights of the parties. 

4. Montana Telecommunications Association (MTA), 208 

North Montana Avenue, Suite 207, Helena, MT 59601, is the entity 

requesting intervention. 

5. Michael J. Rieley, Michael J. Rieley, P.C., P.O. Box 

1211, Helena, MT 59624, is the attorney for MTA and is 

authorized to receive all pleadings, correspondence, and orders 

that may be filed and served on the parties to these proceed-

ings. 

6. If intervention is granted in this matter, the under-

signed hereby requests that each party and intervenor in this 

matter serve all pleadings, including data requests and data 

responses, correspondence, and orders regarding each party and 

intervenor upon the following: 

Mr. Geoffrey A. Feiss 
Montana Telecommunications Association 
208 North Montana Avenue, Suite 207 
Helena, MT 59601 

Mr. Michael J. Rieley 
24 West 6th Avenue, Suite 4A 
P.O. Box 1211 
Helena, MT 59624 
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CONCLUSION 

WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, MTA respectfully 

requests that the Commission grant its request for general 

intervention in this Docket. 

Respectfully submitted this 1st day of October, 2003. 

MICHAEL J. RIELEY, P.C. 

Telecommunications Association 
P.O. Box 1211 
Helena, MT 59624 
Telephone: 406-443-4433 
Facsimile: 406-443-0039 
e-mail: mikerattorney@msn.com 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I do hereby certify that I served a copy of the foregoing 
Montana Telecommunications Association's General Intervention 
Petition on the parties in the above entitled action on the 1st 
day of October, 2003, by mailing copies addressed as follows: 

Ms. Kate Whitney 
Montana Public Service Commission 
1701 Prospect Avenue 
P.O. Box 202601 
Helena, MT 59620-2601 

Mr. Thomas E. Smith 
Moulton, Bellingham, Longo 

& Mather, P.C. 
27 North 27th Street, Suite 1900 
P.O. Box 2559 
Billings, MT 59103-2559 

Mr. Robert A. Nelson 
Montana Consumer Counsel 
616 Helena Ave., 3rd Floor 
P.O. Box 201703 
Helena, MT 59620-1703 

Gwendolyn A. Vashro 
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