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Kate Whitney 
Montana Public Service Commission 
1701 Prospect Avenue 
Helena, MT 59620-2601 

904 C Avenue 
P.O. Box 280 

Circle, M~~~SBY 
Ph: (406) 485-3301 
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COH!'P!ISSION 

RE: Cable & Communications Corporation dba Mid-Rivers Cellular 
Sixth Quarterly and Third Semi-Annual Report as Required 

By Final Order 6518a 
Docket No. D2003.8.105 

Ms. Whitney: 

Enclosed for filing are an original and ten (1 0) copies of Cable & Communications 
Corporation dba Mid-Rivers Cellular's Sixth Quarterly and Third Semi-Annual Report as 
Required by Final Order 6518a in the above-referenced docket. Also enclosed is a disk 
with an electronic (pdf/Adobe Acrobat) copy of the document. 

Feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

Thank you. 

~w~ 
~rry An~erson . 
General Manager 

BAS/jr 
Enclosures 

A Wholly Owned Subsidiary of Mid-Rivers Telephone Cooperative, Inc. 



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE REGULATION 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF MONTANA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF 
CABLE & COMMUNICATIONS 
CORPORATION, dba MID-RIVERS 
CELLULAR, for Designation as an Eligible 
Telecommunications Carrier 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

UTILITY DIVISION 

DOCKET NO. D2003.8.105 

CABLE & COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION, 
db a MID-RIVERS CELLULAR'S 

SIXTH QUARTERLY AND THIRD SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT 
AS REQUIRED BY FINAL ORDER DATED MARCH 29, 2005 

(PSC Order No. 6518a) 

Service Date: December 22, 2006 



SIXTH QUARTERLY REPORT 

I. Unsatisfied Requests- September 16 through December 15, 2006: 

a. By location in each of the two study areas: 

1. Mid-Rivers Study Area: zero (0). 

11. Range Study Area: zero (0). 

b. Detailed description of why customer requests for service could not be 

satisfied: there were no unsatisfied requests. 

II. Customer Complaints- September 16 through December 15, 2006: 

a. Number and nature of complaints: see Attachment A hereto. 

b. Remedy employed to address complaints: see Attachment A hereto. 

c. Location of complaints by Study Area: 

1. Mid-Rivers: see Attachment A hereto. 

11. Range: see Attachment A hereto. 

d. Number of repeat complaints: see Attachment A hereto. 

III. Federal Universal Service Funds, including Lifeline and Link Up Funds 

received - September 16 through December 15, 2006: 

a. Funds received: 

1. Interstate Common Line Support: 

1. $29,979.00 received in October 2006 for August 2006. 

2. $29,979.00 received in November 2006 for September 

2006. 
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3. $31,421.00 received in December 2006 for October 2006. 

11. High Cost Loop Support: 

1. $45,136.00 received in October 2006 for August 2006. 

2. $45,136.00 received in November 2006 for September 

2006. 

3. $44,959.00 received in December 2006 for October 2006. 

111. Local Switching Support: 

1. $9,627.00 received in October 2006 for August 2006. 

2. $9,627.00 received in November 2006 for September 2006. 

3. $9,627.00 received in December 2006 for October 2006. 

iv. Lifeline and Link Up Funds: 

1. $0 received to date. 

NOTE: 

(a) Included as Attachment B hereto is a bill stuffer included with 

Mid-Rivers cellular customers' October 2006 bills, entitled 

"Lifeline & Link-Up Programs Available for Wireless Customers". 

(b) Attachment B is also being run every other week in the following 

newspapers: 

a. Fallon County Times 

b. Powder River Examiner 

c. Circle Banner 

d. Ekalaka Eagle 

e. The Independent Press, Forsyth 
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f. Hysham Echo 

g. Jordan Tribune 

h. Sidney Herald 

(c) Posters similar to Attachment B have been placed in the following 

Mid-Rivers Cellular communities: 

a. Lambert 

b. Richey 

c. Circle 

d. Vida 

e. Jordan 

f. Sand Springs 

g. Rock Springs 

h. Plevna 

1. Baker 

J. Ekalaka 

k. Hammond 

1. Broadus 

m. Ashland 

(d) Posters similar to Attachment B have been placed in the following 

Range Telephone communities: 

a. Alzada 

b. Busby 

c. Forsyth 
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d. Hysham 

e. Lame Deer 

f. Rosebud 

g. Birney 

h. Decker 

THIRD SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT 

IV. 5-Year Build-out Plan, updated for the period of June 16, 2006, through 

December 15, 2006: see Attachment C hereto. 

a. Including expanded coverage in Northern Cheyenne Reservation, unless 

conflicting licenses, in which case an explanation of those conflicts must 

be provided: 

1. Representatives from Cable & Communications Corporation 

conducted an on-site meeting with Jace Killsback at the Northern 

Cheyenne Tribal Council in Lame Deer, Montana, on February 17, 

2006. 

n. Letters addressed to Jace Killsback of the Northern Cheyenne 

Reservation dated May 15,2006, and June 16,2006, were filed 

with the Commission in Cable & Communications Corporation's 

Second Semi-Annual Report of June 27, 2006. No response has 

been received to date. 
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V. Reports on Progress in expanding wireless coverage. Reports are provided for 

those sites on which work has been commenced. 

a. Vida South Cell Site: see Attachment D hereto. 

b. North Lambert Cell Site: see Attachment E hereto. 

c. Alzada Cell Site: see Attachment F hereto. 

RATE PLAN 

VI. The Final Order requires that Mid-Rivers Cellular must have on file with the 

Montana Public Service Commission (MTPSC) a copy of each rate plan that it 

offers for which it may receive FUSF support, including rates, terms and 

conditions of service: see Attachment G hereto. 
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Attachment A 

Mid-Rivers Cellular Quarterly Trouble Report 
September 15, 2006 - December 15, 2006 

16 -Total Cellular inquiries/troubles logged 
8 - Alarms and troubles reported by other carrier's customer 
8 - Troubles reported by Mid-Rivers Cellular Customers 

Cellular Troubles 

Repair Time for Cellular Troubles 24 hours 
Number of troubles repaired 16 

Total in Percentages 100% 

1 00% of troubles were dispatched and repaired within 24 hours. 

2,406 - Total Mid-Rivers Cellular Customers 

ill (406) 983 Ashland 

• (406) 935 Broadus 

0 (406) 978 Baker 

•(406) 974 Circle 

Iii (406) 975 Ekalaka 

• (406) 977 Jordan 

0 (406) 971 Plevna 

• (406) 979 Richey 

•Total 

48 hours 
N/A 

N/A 

.33% Trouble Index for Mid-River's Cellular Customers (per 100 customers) 

72 hours 
N/A 

N/A 



ATTACHMENT B 

Lifeline & Linb-Up Programs Available for Wireless Customers 

Mid-Rivers Cellular offers two low-income 
wireless assistance programs l:mown as 
Lifeline and Lini:?-Up. These services are 
available to all residential customers who 
meet eligibility requirements. 

Lifeline provides Federal Universal Service 
support to reduce monthly service charges 
paid by qualifying low-income customers. 

Lini:?-Up provides Federal Universal Service 
support to reduce service connections paid 
by qualifying low-income customers. 

Mid-Rivers Cellular also offers toll blocl:?ing. 
Toil blocl:?ing is a service that prevents long 
distance calling from your wireless phone. 
Please contact Mid-Rivers Cellular by calling 
1-800-425-2288 for additional information. 

October 2006 



ATTACHMENT C 

Updated 5-Year Build-Out Plan 
Cable & Communications Corporation 

d/b/a 
Mid-Rivers Cellular 

a. 2005 Plan (in addition to the Digital Upgrade, which was 
completed on November 11, 2005): 

i. Hammond cell site (45-12-13.4N I 104-55-33.1W)
completed November 11, 2005 

ii. Baker II cell site (46-22-5.4N I 104-16-30.2W)- completed 
November 11, 2005 

iii. Broadus II cell extender (45-26-55N I 1 05-24-38W)
completed January 26, 2006 

iv. Ismay cell extender (46-24-05.0N I 1 04-48-09.0W)
completed January 26, 2006 

b. 2006 Plan: 
i. Vida South cell site (47-44-14.8N I 105-29-42.0W)-plan to 

complete by December 31, 2006 
ii. North Lambert cell site (47-47-52.9N I 104-38-13.0W)

plan to complete by December 31, 2006 
iii. Ashland West cell extender (45-37 -38N I 1 06-30-23.2W)

exploring site location 
iv. Richey cell extender (47-38-38.3N I 105-04-6.4W)- plan to 

complete by December 31, 2006 

c. 2007 Plan: 
i. Alzada cell site (45-03-29.8N I 104-27-9.2W) -FCC 

application in process 
ii. Rock Springs digital upgrade -equipment specs in process 
iii. Volberg cell site (45-57-15.97N I 105-38-22.98W)

exploring site location 
iv. Sheep Mountain cell site (47-3-5.3N I 105-43-38.8W)

exploring site location 

d. 2008 Plan: 
i. Weldon cell site (47-39-50.5N I 1 05-56-35W) -exploring 

site location 
ii. Otter Creek cell site (45-21-39.8N I 105-50-27.8W)

exploring site location 

e. 2009 Plan: 
i. Cohagen cell site (47-02-49N I 106-40-52W) -exploring site 

location 



ii. Ismay CDMA upgrade (46-24-0S.ON /1 04-48-09.0W) 
iii. Highway 201 West cell site (47-41-01.02N /104-37-

13.05W)-exploring site location 
iv. Highway 59 North cell site (46-11-32.41 N /105-39-

04.19W)-exploring site location 



ACTION ITEM 

Preliminary Analysis 

ATTACHMENT D 

PROGRESS REPORT 
VIDA SOUTH CELL SITE 

Initial Site Analysis 
Preliminary Engineering 

Preliminary Environmental Review 
Preliminary Cultural Impact Review 

Preliminary Historical Impact Review 
Preliminary Geophysical Review 

Real Property · Site Procurement 
Ownership Report from Title Company 

Discussions with Landowner 
Documentation of site use arrangements 

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
MRC gather information and prepare Notice of Proposed Construction or Alteration (FAA Form 

7460-1) 

Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
Antenna Structure Registration 

Attorney to file cellular Phase II Application w/FCC 
FCC Public Notice-- cellul<:l_f 

FCC approval notice -- cellul<:l_f 
Cellular license issued by FCC 

Site interconnection arrangements 

If microwave coordination: 
Attorney to file microwave application w/FCC 

FCC Public Notice-- microwave 
FCC approval notice -- microwave 
Microwave license issued by FCC 

Engineering· MRC (in house) 
Prepare cellular radio installation specifications & contract 

Submit cellular radio installation specifications & contract to contractors for quotes 
Finalize cellular contract 

Contractor to install cellular radio 
Prepare microwave radio installation specifications & contract 

Submit microwave radio installation specifications & contract to contractors for quotes 
Finalize microwave contract 

Contractor to install microwave radio 
Prepare misc. equipment, hardware and power plant specifications 

Purchase misc. equipment, hardware and power plant 
Delivery of misc. equipment, hardware and power plant 

MRC personnel to install misc. equipment, hardware and power plant 

Revised: 12/21/2006 

COMPLETE 
DATE 

9/2005 
9/2005 

7/21/2006 
12/2005 

7/21/2006 

4/2006 

N/A 
5/23/2006 
5/31/2006 
8/9/2006 
8/8/2006 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

8/28/2006 

12/15/2006 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

8/9/2006 
10/5/2006 

12/4/2006 
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ACTION ITEM 

Building 

ATTACHMENT D 

PROGRESS REPORT 
VIDA SOUTH CELL SITE 

Building permit {local and/or state) 
Foundation & gen. slab installation by MRC personnel 

Prepare building specifications & contract 
Submit building specifications & contract to contractors for quotes 

Finalize contract to purchase building 
Building delivery to MRC Supply 

Quotes for Offloading Building 
Offload Building 
Rekey Building 

Quotes for MRTC Sign 
MRTC Sign Installation 

Site development & landscaping by MRC personnel 

Provide building information to COE/Network Engineer for inclusion in company database 

Tower 
Obtain structural analysis of existing tower, if any 

Prepare tower and antenna specifications & contract 
Submit tower and antenna specifications & contract to contractors w/request for quotes 

Finalize contract 
Contractor to complete contract & install tower and antenna(s) 

Contractor to post antenna structure registration number on tower 

Generator 
Purchase Generator, ATS 

Delivery of Generator, ATS 
Test & Turn-up Generator 

Provide generator information to COE/Network Engineer for inclusion in company database 

Power 
Provide local power utility company information on electrical line required 

Power utility company Install electrical lines 
Provide local power utility company information on gas line requirements 

Power utility company install gas lines 

Misc. Electrical Contract 
Quotes for Misc. Electrical 

Award Contract 
Notify Contractor of Bldg, Gen., Power & Gas Placement & to Begin Work 

Contractor to Provide Warranty Info on Installed Equipment 

Estimated Completion Date 

Revised: 12/21/2006 

COMPLETE 
DATE 

7/26/2006 

8/9/2006 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

8/1/2006 
12/1/2006 

N/A 

8/9/2006 

N/A 
6/1/2006 

6/21/2006 
8/10/2006 
12/1/2006 
12/1/2006 

6/29/2006 
12/6/2006 
12/18/2006 

8/8/2006 
11/7/2006 

N/A 
N/A 

8/11/2006 
10/18/2006 
10/25/2006 
10/25/2006 

Dec-06 
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ACTION ITEM 

Preliminary Analysis 

ATTACHMENT E 

PROGRESS REPORT 
NORTH LAMBERT CELL SITE 

Initial Site Analysis 
Preliminary Engineering 

Preliminary Environmental Review 
Preliminary Cultural Impact Review 

Preliminary Historical Impact Review 
Preliminary Geophysical Review 

Real Property • Site Procurement 
Ownership Report from Title Company 

Discussions with Landowner 
Documentation of site use arrangements 

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
MRC gather information and prepare Notice of Proposed Construction or Alteration (FAA Form 

7460-1) 

Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
Antenna Structure Registration 

Attorney to file cellular Phase II Application w/FCC 
FCC Public Notice -- cellular 

FCC approval notice -- cellular 
Cellular license issued by FCC 

Site interconnection arrangements 

If microwave coordination: 
Attorney to file microwave application w/FCC 

FCC Public Notice -- microwave 
FCC approval notice -- microwave 
Microwave license issued by FCC 

Engineering · MRC (in house) 
Prepare cellular radio installation specifications & contract 

Submit cellular radio installation specifications & contract to contractors for quotes 
Finalize cellular contract 

Contractor to install cellular radio 
Prepare microwave radio installation specifications & contract 

Submit microwave radio installation specifications & contract to contractors for quotes 
Finalize microwave contract 

Contractor to install microwave radio 
Prepare misc. equipment, hardware and power plant specifications 

Purchase misc. equipment, hardware and power plant 
Delivery of misc. equipment, hardware and power plant 

MRC personnel to install misc. equipment, hardware and power plant 

Revised: 12/21/2006 

COMPLETE 
DATE 

9/2005 
9/2005 

11/6/2006 
12/2005 
5/2006 

6/20/2006 

N/A 
6/27/2006 
7/5/2006 

10/19/2006 
10/19/2006 

N/A 

N/A 

9/15/2006 
6/28/2006 
7/6/2006 

12/22/2006 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

9/13/2006 
10/5/2006 

12/4/2006 
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ACTION ITEM 

Building 

ATTACHMENT E 

PROGRESS REPORT 
NORTH LAMBERT CELL SITE 

Building permit (local and/or state) 
Foundation & gen. slab installation by MRC personnel 

Prepare building specifications & contract 
Submit building specifications & contract to contractors for quotes 

Finalize contract to purchase building 
Building delivery to MRC Supply 

Quotes for Offloading Building 
Offload Building 
Rekey Building 

Quotes for MRTC Sign 
MRTC Sign Installation 

Site development & landscaping by MRC personnel 

Provide building information to COE/Network Engineer for inclusion in company database 

Tower 
Obtain structural analysis of existing tower, if any 

Prepare tower and antenna specifications & contract 
Submit tower and antenna specifications & contract to contractors w/request for quotes 

Finalize contract 
Contractor to complete contract & install tower and antenna(s) 

Contractor to post antenna structure registration number on tower 

Generator 
Purchase Generator, ATS 

Delivery of Generator, ATS 
Test & Turn-up Generator 

Provide generator information to COE/Network Engineer for inclusion in company database 

Power 
Provide local power utility company information on electrical line required 

Power utility company Install electrical lines 
Provide local power utility company information on gas line requirements 

Power utility company install gas lines 

Misc. Electrical Contract 
Quotes for Misc. Electrical 

Award Contract 
Notify Contractor of Bldg, Gen., Power & Gas Placement & to Begin Work 

Contractor to Provide Warranty Info on Installed Equipment 

Estimated Completion Date 

Revised: 12/21/2006 

COMPLETE 
DATE 

7/26/2006 
11/27/2006 
8/9/2006 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

8/1/2006 
12/1/2006 

N/A 

8/9/2006 

N/A 
6/1/2006 

6/21/2006 
10/2/2006 
12/15/2006 
12/15/2006 

6/29/2006 
12/6/2006 
12/21/2006 

8/8/2006 
11/3/2006 

N/A 
N/A 

8/11/2006 
10/18/2006 
10/25/2006 
10/25/2006 

Dec-06 
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ACTION ITEM 

Preliminary Analysis 

ATTACHMENT F 

PROGRESS REPORT 
ALZADA CELL SITE 

Initial Site Analysis 
Preliminary Engineering 

Preliminary Environmental Review 
Preliminary Cultural Impact Review 

Preliminary Historical Impact Review 
Preliminary Geophysical Review 

Real Property • Site Procurement 
Ownership Report from Title Company 

Discussions with Landowner 
Documentation of site use arrangements 

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
MRC gather information and prepare Notice of Proposed Construction or Alteration (FAA Form 

7460-1) 

Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
Antenna Structure Registration 

Attorney to file cellular Phase II Application w/FCC 
FCC Public Notice -- cellular 

FCC approval notice -- cellular 
Cellular license issued by FCC 

Site interconnection arrangements 

If microwave coordination: 
Attorney to file microwave application w/FCC 

FCC Public Notice -- microwave 
FCC approval notice -- microwave 
Microwave license issued by FCC 

Engineering • MRC (in house) 
Prepare cellular radio installation specifications & contract 

Submit cellular radio installation specifications & contract to contractors for quotes 
Finalize cellular contract 

Contractor to install cellular radio 
Prepare microwave radio installation specifications & contract 

Submit microwave radio installation specifications & contract to contractors for quotes 
Finalize microwave contract 

Contractor to install microwave radio 
Prepare misc. equipment, hardware and power plant specifications 

Purchase misc. equipment, hardware and power plant 
Delivery of misc. equipment, hardware and power plant 

MRC personnel to install misc. equipment, hardware and power plant 

Revised: 12/21/2006 

COMPLETE 
DATE 

5/2004 
5/2004 

4/2006 
4/2006 
5/2006 

N/A 

6/28/2006 
6/28/2006 
7/6/2006 

6/1/2006 
6/30/2006 

9/13/2006 
10/5/2006 
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ACTION ITEM 

Building 

ATTACHMENT F 

PROGRESS REPORT 
ALZADA CELL SITE 

Building permit (local and/or state) 
Foundation & gen. slab installation by MRC personnel 

Prepare building specifications & contract 
Submit building specifications & contract to contractors for quotes 

Finalize contract to purchase building 
Building delivery to MRC Supply 

Quotes for Offloading Building 
Offload Building 
Rekey Building 

Quotes for MRTC Sign 
MRTC Sign Installation 

Site development & landscaping by MRC personnel 

Provide building information to COE/Network Engineer for inclusion in company database 

Tower 
Obtain structural analysis of existing tower, if any 

Prepare tower and antenna specifications & contract 
Submit tower and antenna specifications & contract to contractors w/request for quotes 

Finalize contract 
Contractor to complete contract & install tower and antenna(s) 

Contractor to post antenna structure registration number on tower 

Generator 
Purchase Generator, ATS 

Delivery_ of Generator, ATS 
Test & Turn-up Generator 

Provide generator information to COE/Network Engineer for inclusion in company database 

Power 
Provide local power utility company information on electrical line required 

Power utility company Install electrical lines 
Provide local power utility company information on gas line requirements 

Power utility company install gas lines 

Misc. Electrical Contract 
Quotes for Misc. Electrical 

Award Contract 
Notify Contractor of Bldg, Gen., Power & Gas Placement & to Begin Work 

Contractor to Provide Warranty Info on Installed Equipment 

Estimated Completion Date 

Revised: 12/21/2006 

COMPLETE 
DATE 

7/26/2006 

8/9/2006 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

8/1/2006 

N/A 

N/A 
6/1/2006 

6/21/2006 

6/29/2006 

8/8/2006 

N/A 
N/A 

8/11/2006 

10/2006 
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ATTACHMENT G 



Rancher $44.95 400 0.35 Unlimited 8 Unlimited Charges Vary 

Pioneer $69.95 600 0.35 Unlimited 8 Unlimited Charges Vary 

Powder River $89.95 800 0.35 Unlimited 8 Unlimited Charges Vary 

Traveler $109.95 1000 0.35 Unlimited 8 Unlimited minutes- Charges Vary 
overage charges may vary 

Badlands $139.95 1300 0.35 Unlimited 8 Unlimited 
200 FREE 

minutes- Charges Vary 
overage charges may vary 

Yellowstone $159.95 1500 0.35 Unlimited 8 Unlimited 
225 FREE 

Charges Vary 

Free 

Free 3.95 

Free 3.95 

Free 

Free 

Free 

AMBROSE, NO (AREA 701) 
ASHLAND (CELLULAR) 
BAINVILLE 
BAKER 
BAKER (CELLULAR) 
BLOOMFIELD 
BROADUS (CELLULAR) 
BROCKTON 
CARLYLE 
CHESTER 
CIRCLE 
CIRCLE (CELLULAR) 
CULBERTSON' 
CUSTER 
DAGMAR 
EAST CARLYLE, N 
(AREA 701) 
EAST WESTBY, NO 
(AREA 701) 
EKALAKA 
EKALAKA (CELLULAR) 
FAIRVIEW 
FAIRVIEW. E (AREA 701) 
FALLON 
FLAXVILLE 
FLAXVILLE RURAL 
FORT PECK 
FORTUNA, NO (AREA 701) 
FRAZER 
FROID 
FROID RURAL EAST 
GLASGOW 
GLASGOW (CELLULAR) 
GLENTANA' 
GLENDIVE 
GLENDIVE 
GRASS RANGE 
HARLEM 
HINSDALE 
HINSDALE (CELLULAR) 
JORDAN 
JORDAN (CELLULAR) 
LAMBERT 
LARSLAN 
LAVINA 
LEWISTOWN 
LINDSAY 
LUSTER 
MALTA (CELLULAR) 
MEDICINE LAKE 
MELSTONE 
MILES CITY 
MILES CITY 
MUSSELSHELL 
NASHUA 
NORTH BROADUS (from the Broadus 
& Hammond towers only) 
NORTH GLASGOW 
NORTH HINSDALE' 
NORTH NASHUA 
NORTH POPLAR 
NORTH RYEGATE 
NORTH WOLF POINT 
OPHEIM 
OUTLOOK 
PEERLESS 
PLENTYWOOD' 
PLEVNA 
PLEVNA (CELLULAR) 
POPLAR' 
REDSTONE 
RESERVE 
RICHEY 
RICHEY (CELLULAR) 
ROUNDUP 
ROY 
ROCK SPRINGS 
RYEGATE 
SACO 
SAVAGE 
SCOBEY 
SCOBEY RURAL' 
SIDNEY 
SIDNEY 
SOUTH BROADUS (from lhe Broadus 
& Hammond towers only) 
SOUTH WOLF POINT 
STMARIE 
TERRY 
WEST GLENDIVE 
WEST SIDNEY 
WESTBY 
WHITEWATER 
WIBAUX 
WINNETT 
WOLF POINT 
WOLF POINT (CELLULAR) 
ZORTMAN 
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