
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE REGULATION 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF MONTANA 
* * * * * 

IN THE MATTER OF the Application of ) UTILITY DIVISION 
UTILITY SOLUTIONS, LLC to ) 
Implement Initial Rates and Charges ) DOCKET NO. D2005.11.163 
for Water Services in its Elk Grove ) 
Subdivision, Gallatin County, Montana ) 
Service Area ) 

Consolidated with 
IN THE MATTER OF the Application of ) 
UTILITY SOLUTIONS, LLC to ) UTILITY DIVISION 
Implement Initial Rates and Charges ) 
for Wastewater Services in its Elk } DOCKET NO. D2005.11.164 
Grove Subdivision, Gallatin County, ) 
Montana Service Area ) 

AFFIDAVIT OF BARBARA CAMPBELL 

STATE OF MONTANA 
SS. 

COUNTY OF GALLATIN 

Barbara Campbell, being duly sworn upon her oath, deposes and says: 

1. I am the President of Double Tree, Inc., which is the manager of Utility Solutions, 

LLC, the Applicant in this docket. 

2. On June 21, 2005, I appeared before the Gallatin County Commissioners in 

support of an application by Valkyrie, LLC for modification of subdivision conditions. Montana 

Public Service Commissioner Vincent was then one of the County Commissioners for Gallatin 

County. 

3. Prior to the County Commissioners voting on the Valkyrie application, then 

County Commissioner Vincent announced that I was not to be trusted. His attempted 

justification of his extremely personal attack upon my honesty was that he had heard bad things 

about me from people in Mineral and Fergus counties. 

JA:1904-1 AFFIDAVIT OF BARBARA CAMPBELL 



4. The nature of his personal attack was so shocking and extreme that three 

different Bozeman attorneys (including my own} wrote letters to him demanding that he either 

substantiate his wild accusations, or issue a public apology. Their !etters to him are attached 

to my affidavit as Exhibits 1, 2 and 3. The incident was front page news in the Bozeman area, 

and may have contributed to his loss in an election the next year for a seat in the Montana 

House of Representatives. A copy of a front page article in the June 22, 2005, Bozeman 

Chronicle is attached to my affidavit as Exhibit 4. 

5. Commissioner Vincent neither substantiated his wild accusations against me, nor 

apologized for his conduct. To this day, I have no understanding of why he did what he did. 

6. When Commissioner Vincent became a Montana Public Service Commissioner, 

while this docket was pending, ! hoped his misconduct towards me was a thing of the past. 

However it is clear from his conduct in this docket that it is not a thing of the past. Based upon 

what he has done in this docket to date, I believe he has a clear and unmistakable bias against 

me and my company, one which should disqualify him from participating in this docket. 

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NOT . 

. SlGNEDr,,AND SWqRN TO before me this 19th day of October 2011, by 
-~·,,... ~---\>' ;: ~=>, '~ . c·." ,.r , .. ,\_ ·\.: L· \\ 

SANDY K. HERBST 
NOTARY PUBLIC for the 

State ol Montana 
Residing at Belgrade, Montana 
My Commission Expires 

January 23, 2015 
L_.........,_ . ..,.,_--
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(type Or Pr.rnt r/J..me') ' < . .r;' ,,., ,>,. .._, '·.c::·· \ .... ~ ,_ ,.:v, -. \ 
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NO~A:RY PlJ~~IC fOR TH.E STATE 0~ M~~~tana 
Res1dmg at '-') f ,\c, ·,··-r•J\ {> , \ r'; \ 
My Commission Expires: . ·~·- (' y. .·.c .-~--· '\ .. ~- ·-., -·-· . ::;. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY MAIL 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a copy of the foregoing AFFIDAVIT OF BARBARA CAMPBELL was 
served upon the following by mailing a true and correct copy thereof on October 19th , 2011, 
addressed as follows: 

JA: 1904-1 

MONTANA CONSUMER COUNSEL 
P 0 BOX 201703 
HELENA MT 59620-1703 

\ 
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June 21, 2005 

Jolm Vincent 

Stephen M® :Barrett 
P.O. Box 10969 

Bozeman, MT 59771 ~0969 
Tel. 406~556~1430 Fax 406-556-1433 

Email slbanett@crowleylaw.com 

Gallatin County Commissioners 
311 W. Main, Room 3 06 
Bozeman, MT 59715 

HA_ND DELIVERED 

Re: June 21, 2005 Commission Meeting 

Dear John: 

Your comments regarding Ms. Barb Campbell made during the course of today' s meeting 
were unfair and inappropriate. Through innuendo and suggestion you made damaging 
comments about Ms. Campbell without providing any detail, explanation, or opportunity 
for her to even comment. 

I have known and respected you as a legislator, councilman, commissioner and teacher 
for many years, and find it disappointing to see you abandon the principles on which you 
based your career. Publicly attacking someone with unnamed and unverified allegations 
is beneath your dignity. You know better, and we, the citizens of this County, deserve 
better. I ask that you apologize to Ms. Campbell with the same level of publicity as you 
made these charges. 

CC: 
Barbara Campbell 
J oesph Skinner 
William Murdock 
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Mr. John Vincent 
Gallatin County Commis.\jiOiller 
311 W. Main, Room 306 
Bo~eman, MT '59715 

Re: Commission Hearing, June 21 ~', 2005 

Dear Mr. Vincent. 

After wrestling wi~h my conscience for the l~t two hours, I find that I cannot a:void 
registering in a formal mrumer my profound disgust with the character of the eommems that 
you made in the coun~e of abstaining from voting on the recent ~ppiic:ation by Valkyrie. LLC 
for a modification of conditions. They are beneath the integrity you have exhibited in ~he past, 
and that required of a County Commissioner in Gallatin County, Montana. 

The matters that are entrusted to you in your official capacity necessarily require rll'l:att 
you ignore innuendo, speculation, or political imrigu.e. Only in this fashioo can the truth that is 
vi tal to a fu II expression of the public interest find expression. Throughout the course of my 
appearances b.efme the Commission, I have relied upon me open and free exchange of 
viewpoints and facts presented to the Commission to achieve this end. without worrying about 
the Commission relying in:stead on some unspecified misstatement or misrepresentation that I 
have come across generally in the course of attempting to fulfill the Commission's dictates near 
Four Corners. Accordingly, I have d~liberately refrained from engaging the Commission in 
correcting obvious misstatemems or misrepresentations that I know have likely come to your 
attention as citizens of this Coumy, where rhg;;se misstarements or misrepresentations were not 
presented directly to the Commission in a fo!:111lal hearing" 

These mles it seems to me are necessary to fulfill the tasks you have l:reen emrusted 
with by the citizens of ~hi,; Coumy. The;;y shoold apply with even a more compelling force 
when something as important as a. person•s reputation i~ a stake. To call into questiolil 0!. 

person's character by the backhamkd m~echanism of re§fJJrting to n.mspedfied allegations from 
unspecified sources. aU the while noting that you have no knowledge of ~.i>Jhdher these 
allegations are truthful, in my mind completely abdkat~s this centmU f~rrumework. Just ~s }l((]t\Jl 

should be outraged should I imply that a Commissioner's clu'!.racter is suspect based on 
unsp~dfied allegations. so also does the common deceiriCY that itnfomlls that sense of outrage 
demand that you ignore unstdJst~.ntiated rumors or inn\l.Melfldo ~ to the char~cters of those 
appearing before you. 
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Through your long experience in teaching hlstoey to the students of the this Valley, I 
!mow that you have come across instances in which to our government's enduring shame we 
have failed to accord people the basic fairness of notice of c:laims :lrulde llgainst one and the 
right to confront: those charges. These principles so central to our most rudimentary sense of 
faimess should apply with especially fervent fo:oce to matters that relate directly to a person· s 
reputation. It is, after a.H, decidedly difficult to remooy charges aga.inst one's character that are 
unsupported and unspecified. If you have no information as to the m.u:hfulne$s of the 
allegations apparently brought to you by u.ns~ified sources, it is inappropriate for you to lrely 
on these allegations in answering to your duties as a public officiaL If you have information 
that such charges have substance and relare directly to a matter at issu@ before the Commission, 
it is likewise your duty to inform those who may be Mfected by such charges of the nature and 
source of such allegations, and afford those persons the right to be heard on such allegations .. 

Your acticm.s today betrayed these ftutda:m.enw prirneiples1 md m my mind have l!l.O 

place in ~my conscientious attempt to fulfill the obligations you accepted from the citizens of 
this county as a County Commissioner . 

.l!oesph S~inner 
William Murdock 
Marty Lambert 
Jennifer Magic 

·t;( .0 ~r-b ~VN'Ip~\ 

~~IF\ V~\;h~lf'> 
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_ KASTING, KAUFFMAN &IYlERSEN P.c. 

ATTORNEYS A T L A W 

KENT M. KAST!NG 

JOHN M. KAUFFMAN 

JANEMERSEN 

DENNIS L. MUNSON 

BY HAND 
John Vincent 
Gallatin County Commissioners 
311 W. Main, Room 306 
Bozeman, MT 59715 

June 21, 2005 

7
1
16SQUTH-20tll AYENUE.5"UITE 101 
,. 
--·--BOZEMAN. MONTANA 59718 

TEL: (406) 586-4383 FAX: (406) 587-7871 

E-MAIL: kkm@kkmlaw.net 

Re: June 21, 2005 Gallatin County Commission Meeting- Northstar Subdivision 

Dear Mr. Vincent: 

Today you claimed that you had information from Fergus and Mineral Counties that 
Barbara Campbell was not truthful. You made this claim without taking any steps to substantiate 
your information and acknowledged the same in public. Your reckless disregard for the truth or 
decency has single-handedly resurrected McCarthyism in Montana. 

Ms. Campbell's company, Double-Tree, Inc. has completed many successful projects 
throughout the State of Montana since Double-Tree was formed in 1977, including several 
projects in Fergus County and one in Mineral County. She is not aware what would substantiate 
your mean-spirited allegations or how they could be relevant to the matters before the 
Commission. All of the projects she has done in these counties were monitored by state and 
federal funding sources without any such findings. You have taken steps to ruin a person's 
reputation without affording her the decency of even looking into the truth. 

On behalf ofMs_ Campbell I demand that you provide me both the source of the 
information that led you to impugn her reputation and the exact nature and character of these 
allegations. I also formally request that the Gallatin County Commission set the matter for a 
public hearing next week. At the hearing you may, of course, present the evidence that you think 
substantiate your allegations. Given the nature of your allegations, I must be given the right to 
cross examine the source of these accusations, as well as present evidence on her behalf If you 
have no such information, I request that you put your pride aside and make a public apology to 
Ms. Campbell. 

Your conduct was not in the public interest as you admitted you had not checked the 
veracity of the allegation before broadcasting it. You have abdicated your responsibility as a 
neutral decision maker in favor of self-promotion and in the process taken steps to ruin someone' s 
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John Vincent 
June 21, 2005 
P'age 2 

reputation and her family. Have you no shame. While you prepare to take the next appropriate 
step as requested above, Ms. Campbell will prepare for the same. 

c: Barbara Campbell 
Joseph Skinner 
William Murdock 
Marty Lambert 
Bozeman Daily Chronicle 
Jennifer Madgic 
Matthew Williams 
John Brown 
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Boze1nan 
Daiiv . = J 

lozeman, Montana 

By NJrC!I. GIEI/OCK 
Chronicle St-:Jff Writer 

I 
Th-: attorney for a dev~ioper accused 

:uunty Conwaissloner John Vlncent of 
oving "single--handedly resmrected 
tfcCarthyisn'l. in .fvl.ontan~t for c0111-
1ents he made during a TiJ.esday public 
earing. 
H0?f'n~an <.1tto:ney Tohn Kat~ff~a~; 

ihn n:.r;rest"ttts Nurtnstar ::;ubchVlSIOii 

f'V~~h;i~(;r B~rb l...~arnpbdl ~::lid in (.1 i.et-

"If I misspoke, an apology is in order, then I'll 
£ h ' J"lf'll 10 "'1''" race t . e musK anti Jl • _ apo1ogn:e pu.DiK!yo 

- Gallatin Cmmty Commissioner John Vincent 

ter Tuesday that Vincent slandered his 
client when Vincent claimed he had 
inform:J.tion from Fergus and lVlinera! 
counties that Campbell had not been 
truthful regarding projects she worked 
on dH.:r .. ;. 

,(You .h;:,:~·· L:lken st~·:-ps t~~ n~1 }'fi'~ 

sods reputation without affording her 
the decency of even looking into the 
truth," Kau:ff1nan wrote in a letter to 
Vincent. ''I-Iave you no shame?" 

Vinc-ont said Tuesday aftemoon he 
had a] so received a letter frorn auornev 
~~tevc }·~~·n:··ti 1 v-:ho ;;~ttendcd the hear-' 

ing, chastising him for his comments. 
Vincent would not comment on the 

substance of either letter, bert said he 
was revie1"ling his comments. 

"If I misspoke, if an apology is in 
order, then I'll face the music and I'll 
apologize publicly;' Vincent said. ''I'm a 
harsh critic of myself and if l was out of 
line I'll admit it." 

Campbell is developing t-wo large 
scibdivisions at Four Comers and is 
building a water and sewer system there 
for a separate utility company. She has 

Slander,/rrmn page Al 
Commissioners held up the 

changes two weeks ago because 
they saic they disapproved of a 
large drainfield that had been 
moved into the middle of the 
subdivision. 

The drainfield didn't even 
con1e up Tuesday, as corr1n1ls­
sioners focused on a list of small 
chcurges, such as stdping of 

roads ;;l.nd phas.lng ·d1c subdi1li­
sion. 

Vincent abstained from a 
vote on the changes, "vVhile 
Commissioners Bill Murdock 
and Joe Skinner voted for them. 

ln hi$ !.etter, Kanffrnan 
dern<:mded that Vincent pr:::sent 
wbatr;;vet evidenc{." he ha{·I tl.-urt 
Cm11pbe].l had ben·J dl:;hctntst 

d.1JJ h.;,:,td <1. J?Ltbli'-~ ht:~ring on 
the 1natte1· so the source could 
be cross exar.nined. 

IfVincent can't produce a 
source, he should apologize 
publicly to C3.mpbell, Kauffman 
s~dd. 

''Y(mr reckless disregard for 
th.e truth or decency has sin­
gl{:'-handedly resurrected 

McCarthyism in Montana," he 
wrote. "You have abdicated 
your responsibility as a neu­
tral decision maker in favor of 
self promotion and in the 
-orocess taken steps to ruin 
~on1eone's reputation and her 
family." -

.Nick Gevock is at 
ngevock@dtrilychronicie.com 

50 Cents 

I 
been involved in a company <:alled 
Double Tn.:e~ Inc. since 1977 tbat h<:1~~ 
built water and sewer systern.s through­
out the state, lnch;.ding in FBrgus and 
lViitl.eral cotn!tjes. 

She earn•: befon; tl"J(· Ct1l"nJY.tission 
Tuesday s~·t.·king 
condihcns on the s~.dxhvi-
sion, a colnrnercial and residential 
developni.•.~·nt ;Nifh ·1 J. 7 lou; Nuais 
Road it PmJr Corners. 
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