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W THE MATTER OF Northwestern Energy's ) UTILITY DIVISION 
Application for Approval of Electric Supply 1 
Deferred Cost Account Balance and Projected ) DOCKET NO. D2008.5.45 
Electric Supply Cost 1 

IN THE MATTER OF Northwestern Energy's ) UTILITY DIVISION 
Application for Approval of Electric Supply 1 
Deferred Cost Account Balance and Projected ) DOCKET NO. D2009.5.62 
Electric Supply Cost 1 

MOTION TO SUSPEND PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

NorthWestern Corporation d/b/a Northwestern Energy ("NorthWestern"), by and 

through its undersigned co~msel, hereby submits this Motion to Suspend the Procedural 

Schedule in the above captioned doclcets and brief in support thereof. 

I. Background 

On May 30, 2008, Northwestern filed with the Commission its annual 

Application for Approval of Electric S~rpply Deferred Cost Account Balance and 

Projected Electric Supply Cost ("2008 Application" or "Docket D2008.5.45") pursuant to 

Mont. Code Ann. $ 69-8-210 (2007) and Conlmission rules. On June 9,2008, the 

Commission noticed the 2008 Application and set an intervention deadline for June 26, 

2008. The Co~ninission, by Notice of Staff Action issued July 8,2008, granted 
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intervention to the Montana Consunler Counsel, the only party to request interventiou in 

Doclcet D2008.5.45. NorthWestern subsequently provided updates to the 2008 

Application on June 26 and July 17, 2008. The Convnission issued Interim Order No. 

6921 on June 27,2008, setting rates for service rendered on and after July 1,2008. 

On May 29,2009, NorthWestern filed with the Coininissioil its annual 

Application for Approval of Electric Supply Deferred Cost Accouilt Balance and 

Projected Electric Supply Cost ("2009 Application" or "Doclcet D2009.5.62") pursuant to 

Mont. Code Ann. 5 69-8-210 (2009) and Coininission rules. On June 19,2009, the 

Cominission consolidated Doclcet D2008.5.45 with Docket D2009.5.62. On .Tune 23, 

2009, the Coinlnission issued Interim Order No. 6921a setting rates for services rendered 

on after July 1, 2009. On July 6, 2009, the Commissioil granted intervention to the 

Montana Consuiner Co~ulsel, the Renewable Northwest Project, Human Resource 

Council - District XI, and the Natural Resource Defense Council. On July 8, 2009, the 

Coinmission issued Procedural Order No. 6921b setting the procedural sched~~le for this 

consolidated docket which includes, among other deadlines, a requirement that 

Northwestern subinit rebuttal testimony to intervenor testilnolly by no later than 

November 6,2009. 

11. Discussion 

A. Motion 

NorthWestem hereby inoves the Commission to suspend the procedural sched~lle 

set-forth in Procedural Order No 6921b in the above captioned Dockets. 

B. Brief in Support of Motion 
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Procedural Order No. 6921b lists various filing and response deadlines for the 

consolidated doclsets. The next, relevant upcoming deadline is November 6, 2009, which 

requires NorthWestern to submit rebuttal testimony to intervenor testimony. Over the last 

several weeks, Nortl~Western and the Monta~~a Consusner Counsel ("MCC"), the only 

other active party in this consolidated docket, have been engaged in settlement 

discussions. Within the last few days, Nortl~Western and MCC have come to a point in 

those settlement discussions where they believe a fill1 and final settlement of contested 

issues is imminei~t. The parties anticipate that in the near future they will be subsnittiilg a 

stipulation and settlement agreeinent for the Commission's review and approval pursuant 

to ARM 5 38.2.3001. Accordingly, NorthWestem, with the support of MCC and no 

objectioil from the other parties to the Docket, respectfi~lly requests that the Colninission 

suspend the schedule established by Procedural Order No. 6921b so the parties can draft 

a stipulation and settlement agreement to submit to this Commission. 

Respectfi~lly sub~uitted this 4t" day of November 2009. 

NorthWestern Energy 

C/ Attorney for Northwestern Energy 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that a copy of Northwestern Energy's Motion to Suspend Procedural 

Schedule has been served on the most recent service list in the combined Dockets D2008.5.45 

and D2009.5.62 by first class mail and efiled with the PSC. 

Date: November 4,2009 

Administrative Assistant 
Governmental Affairs 



A. Service List 02008.5.45 
D2009.5.62 
Electric Tracker 

Dr. 'Thomas M. Power 
920 Evans Ave 
Missoula MT 59801 

Charles Magraw 
Law Office 
501 8th Ave 
Heiena MT 59601 

Kate Whitney 
Montana PSC 
1701 Prospect Ave 
P 0 Box 202601 
Helena MT 59620-2601 

Robert A. Nelson 
Montana Consumer Counsel 
616 Helena Ave 3rd Flr 
P 0 Box 201703 
Helena MT 59620.2601 

John W. Wilson 
JW Wilson & Associates 
1601 N Kent Ste 11 04 
Arlington VA 22209 


