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PETITION FOR CERTIFICATION OF AN ELIGIBLE RENEW ABLE RESOURCE 
AND COMMUNITY RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECT 

Comes now NorthWestern Corporation d/b/a NorthWestern Energy ("NorthWestern" or 

''NWE"), by and through its undersigned counsel, and petitions the Montana Public Service 

Commission ("Commission") for certification of the Gordon Butte Wind I project ("Project") as 

an eligible renewable resource and as a community renewable energy project, as defined in 

§ 69-3-2003, MCA (2011). On March 21,2011, NWE entered into a power purchase agreement 

with Gordon Butte Wind, LLC ("Owner") to purchase the output of the Project pursuant to 

PURPA, § 69-3-602, MCA, and NWE's Electric Tariff, Schedule QF-1, Option 3. Pursuant to 

Schedule QF-1, Option 3, NWE is purchasing the environmental attributes associated with the 
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electricity produced by the Project. NWE intends to use the environmental attributes to help 

meet the standards imposed by§ 69-3-2004, MCA (2011). 

A. Certification of the Project as an Eligible Renewable Resource 

1. One statutory provision provides the requirements for a project to be an eligible 

renewable resource. Section 69-3-2003(10), MCA (2011), in pertinent part, defines "eligible 

renewable resource" as "a facility located within Montana or delivering electricity from another 

state into Montana that commences commercial operation after January 1, 2005, and that 

produces electricity from one or more of the following resources: (a) wind." 

2. The Project is currently under construction. It is located in Meagher County, 

Montana, will commence commercial operation in the fourth quarter of 2011, and will produce 

electricity from wind. See Affidavit of Bryan Rogan ("Rogan Aff. '') attached as Exhibit 1. 

3. The Project qualifies as an eligible renewable resource as defined in§ 69-3-

2003(10), MCA (2011). The Commission should certify that the Project is an eligible renewable 

resource. 

B. Certification as a Community Renewable Energy Project 

1. To be a community renewable energy project ("CREP"), a project must qualify as 

an eligible renewable resource, be interconnected on the utility side of the meter, be controlled 

by local owners, and be less than or equal to 25 megawatts in total calculated nameplate 

capacity. See§ 69-3-2003(4), MCA (2011). As explained above in Section A, the Project 

qualifies as an eligible renewable resource. The Project will be interconnected to NWE on 

NWE's side of the meter. The Project's compliance with each ofthe other requirements is 

explained below. 
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Controlled by local owners 

2. A local owner has a controlling interest in the Project. Section 69-3-2003(11), 

MCA (2011), in pertinent part, defines "local owner" as "(c) business entities organized under 

the laws of Montana that: (i) have less than $50 million in gross revenue; (ii) have less than $100 

million of assets, and (iii) have at least 50% of the equity interests, income interests, and voting 

interests owned by Montana residents." 

3. The Owner is a limited liability company organized under the laws of Montana. 

Rogan Aff. at~ 4. The Owner's gross revenue is and will be less than $50 million. Rogan Aff. at 

~ 5. The Owner's total assets are less than $1 00 million. Rogan Aff. at ~ 5. The Owner is owned 

equally by Oversight Resources, LLC, 71 Ranch LP, and DA Wind Investors, LLC. Rogan Aff. 

at~ 6. Oversight Resources, LLC is owned entirely by Montana residents. Rogan Aff. at~ 6. 71 

Ranch LP is owned entirely by Montana residents. Rogan Aff. at ~ 6. All of the members of DA 

Wind Investors LLC are Montana residents. Rogan Aff. at~ 6. Substantially more than 50% of 

the equity interests, income interests, and voting interests of Gordon Butte Wind, LLC are owned 

by Montana residents. Rogan Aff. at~ 6. 

4. Gordon Butte Wind, LLC is a local owner as defined in§ 69-3-2003(11), MCA 

(2011) and has a controlling interest in the Project. 

Total calculated nameplate capacity 

5. The nameplate capacity of the Project is 9.6 megawatts. Rogan Aff. at~ 7. 

Section 69-3-2003(18), MCA (2011) defines "total name plate capacity" as the "total nameplate 

capacity of the community renewable energy project and other eligible renewable resources that 

are: (a) located within 5 miles of the project; (b) constructed within the same 12-month period; 
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and (c) under common ownership." No other eligible renewable resource is within 5 miles of the 

Project. Rogan Aff. at~ 8. 

6. The total calculated nameplate capacity of the Project is 9.6 megawatts which is 

less than the 25-megawatts limit. 

7. As shown above, the Project is an eligible renewable resource (1) that is 

interconnected on the utility side of the meter, (2) in which a local owner has a controlling. 

interest, and (3) that is less than 25 megawatts in total nameplate capacity. The Project qualifies 

as a community renewable energy project as defmed in§ 69-3-2003(4), MCA (2011). The 

Commission should certify the Project as a community renewable energy project. 

C. Conclusion 

For the foregoing reasons, North Western Energy prays for an Order by the Commission 

certifying that the Gordon Butte Wind I project is an eligible renewable resource and a 

community renewable energy project. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this jfHtday ofNovember, 2011. 

NORTHWESTERN ENERGY 

By~~· 
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North Western Energy 
Attorney for North Western Energy 
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OF THE STATE OF MONTANA 

In the Matter of the Petition of 
NorthWestern Corporation d/b/a 
NorthWestern Energy Certification of an 
Eligible Renewable Resource and 
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AFFIDAVIT OF BRYAN ROGAN 

STATEOFMONTANA ) 
: ss. 

County of Gallatin ) 

Bryan Rogan, being first sworn upon oath, deposes and says: 

1. I. am a member of and the manager of Oversight Resources, LLC. I have been closely 

involved in the formation of Gordon Butte Wind, LLC and the development of the Gordon Butte Wind 1 

project. I have personal knowledge of the facts stated herein. 

2. After executing a Power Purchase Agreement with NorthWestern Energy, Gordon Butte 

Wind, LLC began construction of the Gordon Butte Wind l project ("Prqject"). The Project is located in 

Meagher County, Montana, is expected to commence commercial operation in December, 2011, and will 

- ·· ······ generate electTicitycfrom wind. 



-------~ -- --------

3. The .Project will be interconnected on NorthWestern Energy's side of the meter. 

4. The Project is owned by Gordon Butte Wind, LLC. Gordon Butte Wind, LLC is a 

limited liability company organized under the laws of Montana. 

5. Gordon Butte Wind, LLC has and will have less than $50 million of gross revenue in 

each year. Gordon Butte Wind, LLC has and will have less than $100 million of assets. 

6. The members of Gordon Butte Wind, LLC are Oversight Resources, LLC; 71 Ranch LP; 

and DA Wind Investors, LLC. Each has an equal one~third interest The members of Oversight 

Resources, LLC are Errol Galt, Sharrie Galt, and Bryan Rogan. The limited partners of7l Ranch LP are 

Errol Galt, Sharrie Galt, Wylie Galt, Brock Galt, and Jocelyn Galt; a Montana entity, Galt Management, 

L.LC, is the general partner and owns Jess than l percent. All ofthe members of Oversight Resources, 

LLC and partners of 71 Ranch LP are Montana residents. All of the members of DA Wind Investors, 

LLC are Montana residents. Therefore, substantially more than 50 percent of the equity interests, income 

interests, and voting interests in Gordon Butte Wind, LLC are owned by Montana residents. 

7. The nameplate capacity of the Project is 9. 6 megawatts. 

8. No other eligible renewable resource is located within 5 miles of the Project. 

DATED this__]._~ day o:fNovember 2011. 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE me this _Qw\ day of November 2011. 

LAURAB lEE 
NOTARY PUF.lUC to the 

Slale of Montana 
Res•cMg at Bozeman. Montana 

My Commission Expires 
July .25, 2014 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that a copy of Northwestern Energy's ("NWE") Petition for Certification of an 
Eligible Renewable Resource and Community Renewable Energy Project in Docket D2011.11.93 has 
been mailed to the Montana Public Service Commission (PSC) and has been e-filed 
electronically on the PSC website. A hard copy has been mailed to the Montana Consumer 
Counsel on this date by first class mail. 

Date: November 18, 2011 

i~~~t~~ 
Tracy Lowney Killoy 
Administrative Assistant 
Regulatory Affairs 


