
NorthWestern 
Energy 

Ms. Kate Whitney 
Montana Public Service Commission 
1701 Prospect Avenue 
P. 0. Box 202601 
Helena, MT 59620-2601 

RE: Docket No. D2011.5.38 
Electric Tracker 
PSC Set 2 Data Requests (036) 

Dear Ms. Whitney: 

December 30, 2011 

NorthWestern Corporation 
d/b/a NorthWestern Energy 
40 East Broadway Street 
Butte, MT 59701 
Telephone: (406) 497-1000 
Facsimile: (406) 497-2535 
www.northwesternenergy.com 

Enclosed for filing is one copy of NorthWestern Energy's response to PSC-036. 
NWE developed and is responding to this data request based on conversations with 
MPSC staff, specifically with attorney Jason Brown. Copies of the response are being 
mailed to the service list in this docket and efiled with the PSC. 

Please call me at 497-2122 or Joe Schwartzenberger at 497-3362 if you have any 
questions. 

Enclosures 
cc: Service List 

Sincerely, 

(!~~ 
Roberta Stauffer 
Regulatory Process Manager 
Regulatory Affairs 



PSC- 036 

NorthWestern Energy 
Docket D2011.5.38 

Electric Tracker 

Montana Public Service Commission (PSC) 
Set 2 (036) 

Data Request received December 6, 2011 

RE: E+ Lighting Programs 
Witness: Thomas 

NWE developed and is responding to this data request based on conversations with 
MPSC staff. 

What percentage of the bulbs NorthWestern subsidized last year (or this year) would be 
subject to the new lighting standard that goes into effect on January 1, 2012, and what 
percentage of the total cost of the E+ Residential Lighting Program is attributable to 
paying for and distributing those bulbs? 

The MPSC understanding is that the first phase will require new incandescent bulbs 
between 1490 and 2600 lumens and "modified spectrum" incandescent bulbs between 
1118 and 1950 lumens to last at least 10,000 hours and use no more than 72 watts. 42 
U.S.C. § 6295(i)(1)(A) (2011). 

RESPONSE: 

NWE notes that since Congress passed and President Obama signed H.R. 2055 in late 
December 2011, it appears that implementation of the new lighting standard will be 
delayed until October 2012. 

13.8% of the total bulbs that were processed through NorthWestern's various programs 
(including but not limited to the E+ Residential Lighting Program (E+ Lighting 
Program)) that distribute energy efficient light bulbs (mainly CFLs) during the 2010-
2011 tracker period (7/01/10 - 6/30/11) would have been subject to the new lighting 
standard that may now go into effect on October 1, 2012. The percentage of the total cost 
of the 2010-2011 tracker period E+ Lighting Program that is attributable to paying for 
and distributing those bulbs is estimated to be 11.4%. 

PSC-1 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that a copy of North Western Energy's Response to PSC-036 in PSC Set 2 

(036) Data Request, Docket D2011.5.38 Electric Tracker, has been served by mailing a copy, 

thereof, by first class mail, postage prepaid and efiled with The Montana Public Service 

Commission. 

Date: December 30, 2011 

Nedra Chase 
Administrative Assistant 
Regulatory Affairs 



A. Service List 02011.5.38 

Robert Nelson 
Montana Consumer Counsel 
111 N. Last Chance Gulch 
Suite 1B Box 201703 
Helena MT 59620-1703 

Joe Schwartzenberger 
NorthWestern Energy 
40 E Broadway 
Butte MT 59701 

Nedra Chase 
NorthWestern Energy 
40 E Broadway 
Butte MT 59701 

Thomas M. Power 
920 Evans Ave. 
Missoula MT 59801 

Kate Whitney 
Montana PSC 
1701 Prospect Box 202601 
Helena MT 59620-2601 

Charles Magraw 
501 8th Ave. 
Helena MT 59601 

Ross Richardson 
Henningsen Vucurocich 
& Richardson 
116 W Granite Box 399 
Butte MT 59703 


