
NorthWestern 
Energy 

Ms. Kate Whitney 
Utility Division 
Montana Public Service Commission 
1701 Prospect Avenue 
PO Box 2022601 
Helena, Montana 59620-2601 

November 19, 2012 

Re: Docket No. D2012.5.49 Electric Tracker 
NorthWestern Energy's 2nd Updated Response to Data Request PSC-007e 
in PSC Set 2 (006-013) 

Dear Ms. \¥hitney: 

Enclosed for filing is a copy of NorthWestern Energy's 2nd updated response to 
Data Request PSC-007e. This updated response has been mailed to the service list in this 
docket. It has been efiled with the PSC. 

Should you have questions please contact Joe Schwartzenberger at (406) 497-3362. 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

Nedra Chase 
Administrative Assistant 

NorthWestern Energy 140 East Broadway Street 1 Butte, MT 59701 

TEL: (406) 497-1000 1 FAX: (406) 497-2535 1 www.northwesternenergy.com 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that a copy of NorthWest em Energy' s 2nd updated response to PSC-007e 

in PSC Set 2 Data Requests (006-013) in Docket D2012.5.49 Electric Tracker has been served 

by mailing a copy thereof by first class mail , postage prepaid to the service list in this Docket. 

These responses have also been efiled with the PSC. 

Date: November 19, 2012 

Nedra Chase 
Administrative Assistant 
Regulatory Affairs 



A Service List 
02012.5.49 

Charles Magraw 
501 8th Ave. 
Helena MT 59601 

Dr. Thomas M. Power 
920 Evans Ave. 
Missoula MT 59801 

John W. Wilson 
JW Wilson & Associates 
1601 North Kent SI. Ste 1104 
Arlington VA 22209 

AI Brogan 
NorthWestern Energy 
208 N. Montana Ave Ste 205 
Helena MT 59601 

Robert Nelson 
Montana Consumer Counsel 
111 N. Last Chance Gulch 
Suite 1B 
Helena MT 59620-1703 

Joe Schwartzenberger 
NorthWestern Energy 
40 E. Broadway 
Butte MT 59701 

Nedra Chase 
NorthWestern Energy 
40 E.Broadway 
Butte MT 59701 

Sarah Norcott 
NorthWestern Energy 
208 N. Montana Ave Ste 205 
Helena MT 59601 

Kate Whitney 
Public Service Commission 
1701 Prospect Ave. 
POBox 202601 
Helena MT 59620-2601 



PSC-007 
Regarding: 
Witness: 

NorthWestern Energy 
Docket D2012.S.49 

Electric Tracker 

Montana Public Service Commission (PSC) 
Set 2 (006·013) 

Data Requests received July 13, 2012 

Replacement Contracts for Regulation Service 
Cash ell 

a. Please identify any entity that NWE contacted to procure regulation service during the 
tracker period. 

b. Please provide any pricing information possessed by NWE related to the replacement 
regulation service that was available or procured following the outage at DGGS. 

c. Please provide any correspondence between NWE and other entities offering or 
potentially offering regulation service in 2012. 

d. Please provide any contracts for regulation service that NWE entered into in 2012. 

e. Please provide any documentation NWE possesses, correspondence between NWE 
employees, or correspondence between NWE employees and others related to the 
procurement of third-party replacement regulation service after the outage. 

RESPONSE: 

a. NorthWestern contacted the three entities that submitted bids in response to NWE's RFP 
in late 2011. The bidders were Avista Corp., Powerex Corp., and Grant County PUD. 
All three were previous providers of regulation service to NorthWestern. 

b. NorthWestern procured regulation service during the DGGS outage from Avista and 
Powerex. Attachments 1, 2, and 3 are those executed contracts with pricing infonnation. 
NorthWestern did not contract with Grant PUD for regulation service, but Attachment 4 
contains the inforn1al pricing infonnation that Grant provided in several emails to 
NorthWestern. 
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PSC-007 cont'd 

NorthWestern Energy 
Docket D2012.S.49 

Electric Tracker 

Montana Public Service Commission (PSC) 
Set 2 (006-013) 

Data Requests received July 13,2012 

c. Because the subject of this request is "Regarding: Replacement Contracts for Regulation 
Service," NWE has interpreted this request to not apply to the September 2009 RFP for 
wind regulation service, which requested that respondents include a minimum tenn of 
one year, beginning January I, 2011. NorthWestern also issued an RFP for regulation 
service in October of 2011 for service beginning Jan. I , 2013, which was not for 
replacement contracts for regulation service. 

The only correspondence in NorthWestern's possession with respect to offers of 
regulation service in 2012 regarding replacement contracts will be provided in response 
to part e, below. 

d. See the response to part b, above. 

e. Some of the documentation and correspondence requested by this data request may be 
subject to the attorney/client privilege or the work product doctrine. NorthWestern 
objects to this data request to the extent that it requests any such documentation or 
correspondence. NorthWestern will provide a privilege log of any documents or 
correspondence that it withholds on the basis of attorney/client privilege or work product 
doctrine. 

An email search is under way for documents responsive to this request. Results will be 
provided as soon as they are available. The relevant period was determined to be January 
12,2012 through May 31, 2012. The search tenns chosen were (Powerex or Avista or 
Grant) and (regulation). The custodians chosen were Mike Cashell, Casey Johnston, 
Mike McGowan, Andrew McLain, Heather Grahame, and Al Brogan. 

UPDATED RESPONSE (November 8,2012): 

e. See Attaclunent 1 inside the folder named PSC-007e on the enclosed CD. It is a PDF file 
of emails and attachments pertaining to discussions about the possible procurement of 
replacement regulation service after the outage from Grant County PUD and A vista Corp. 
Additional documents responsive to this request are currently under review by Powerex 
Corp. , which was granted permission to protect certain information contained within 
them under Commission Order No. 7219d. Both public and protected versions of these 
documents will be provided as soon as this review is complete. 

PSC-6 



PSC-007 cont'd 

NorthWestern Energy 
Docket D2012.S.49 

Electric Tracker 

Montana Public Service Commission (pSC) 
Set 2 (006-013) 

Data Requests received July 13, 2012 

SECOND UPDATED RESPONSE (November 19, 2012): 

e. See Attachments 2 and 3 on the enclosed CD. They contain emails and attachments 
pertaining to discussions about the possible procurement of replacement regulation 
service after the outage from Powerex Corp. Powerex staff reviewed these materials and 

. detenuined that none of the infon11ation contained therein warranted protection. 
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