
    DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE REGULATION 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF MONTANA 
 
 
 
IN THE MATTER OF the Application of  )    REGULATORY DIVISION 
NorthWestern Energy for Hydro Assets  )     
Purchase      )    DOCKET NO. D2013.12.85 
     
 
 

 HUMAN RESOURCE COUNCIL, DISTRICT XI, RENEWABLE NORTHWEST 
PROJECT, AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEFENSE COUNCIL 

 MOTION TO INTERVENE 
   
 

 Human Resource Council (HRC), District XI, Renewable Northwest Project 

(RNP), and the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) hereby move to intervene in 

the above-captioned proceeding. 

 
Movants 

 
Human Resource Council, District XI is a Montana non-profit corporation that 

serves Missoula, Mineral, and Ravalli Counties.  Its offices are at 1801 S. Higgins, 

Missoula, Montana 59801. 

Human Resource Council, District XI was established in 1965 as a result of the 

federal "War on Poverty." The organization seeks to alleviate poverty and enhance the 

public health and welfare.  Since its inception HRC, District XI has been actively 

involved in serving tens of thousands of low and moderate-income residents of western 

Montana with a variety of programs.  Over the years District XI has participated in 

numerous proceedings before the Commission in order to ensure responsible energy 

development and the delivery of low-cost, reliable energy supplies to Montana 
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consumers.  In particular, District XI has advocated for the establishment of fair rates and 

for energy services for low income citizens in order to ensure that they are not 

disproportionately burdened by energy costs and to fulfill important societal objectives. 

RNP was founded in 1994 as a non-profit regional advocacy organization that 

seeks to build on the Pacific Northwest’s clean energy legacy by promoting the 

expansion of new renewable resources in Montana, Idaho, Oregon, and Washington.  

RNP's member organizations include both public interest groups and renewable energy 

businesses all of whose interests are affected by renewable energy policy in Montana and 

some of whom may have particular interests in developing renewable resources in 

Montana, 

Within Montana, RNP advocates for the development of the State’s abundant 

renewable resources, primarily wind and solar, and encourages utilities and their 

customers to purchase electricity generated by environmentally responsible renewable 

resources.  RNP has participated in many formal and informal proceedings before the 

Commission concerning the electric utility industry.   

RNP’s main office is located at 421 SW 6th Ave, Portland, OR 97204-1629; its 

Montana office, where its Montana staff member is based, is located at 615 South Black 

Ave., Bozeman, MT 59715  

NRDC is a not-for-profit corporation dedicated to the preservation of the earth’s 

natural resources, including its air, land, and water resources that are impacted by electric 

power production and delivery.  NRDC maintains several offices in the United States, 

including one at 111 Sutter St., 20th Floor, San Francisco, CA 94104. 
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Supported by over 500,000 members across the nation, including approximately 

3,000 Montana members, NRDC has demonstrated a long-standing interest in protecting 

Montana’s environment from degradation due to the production, transmission, and 

distribution of energy.  For over two decades NRDC has been actively involved in issues 

related to the efficient use of energy, low-income energy services, and environmentally 

preferred renewable power generation in Montana.  In furtherance of these objectives, 

over the years NRDC has been a party in numerous formal and informal proceedings 

before the Commission.  In particular, NRDC has focused on the benefits to customers, 

the utility, and to the environment from utility acquisition of efficiency. 

 
  Movants Interests and Position 
 

As noted above, HRC, District XI, RNP, and NRDC have intervened and 

participated in numerous formal proceedings before this Commission, including dockets 

seeking preapproval of an electricity supply resource.  The acquisition proposal in this 

docket, due to the sheer size of the resources sought to be acquired and the associated 

cost to customers, the renewable nature of those resources, and the transformed utility 

that would result if preapproval were granted, involves many, many issues of critical 

importance to the utility, its customers, and the Commission.  Indeed, decisions made in 

this docket will shape NorthWestern Energy’s resource portfolio for decades to come and 

will have enormous economic consequences.  As long-standing participants in 

Commission dockets concerning issues related to electricity production, delivery, and 

consumption, HRC, District XI, RNP, and NRDC are entitled to intervene so as to 

advance their institutional objectives, which, as discussed above, are inextricably linked 

to and affected by this docket. 
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As a foundational principle, HRC, District XI, RNP, and NRDC are in favor of 

returning the hydro assets to utility ownership, believing that the public will benefit from 

a transfer of these assets out of private, non-regulated hands to a regulated environment.  

In addition, with this proposal, namely the acquisition of 630 MWs of renewable resource 

capacity, NorthWestern Energy has significantly mitigated the risk to its customers 

associated with the eventual imposition of carbon costs on fossil fuel generation. 

One important lens through which to view the acquisition proposal is a portfolio 

perspective.  Viewed in this manner, two things are clear: first, energy efficiency 

acquisition must serve as the portfolio's foundation, second, because of the numerous and 

manifest benefits of renewable resource generation over fossil fuel generation, most 

notably its price and risk advantages, renewable energy acquisition should be preferred 

over other forms of generation.  Accordingly, HRC, District XI, RNP, and NRDC seek to 

intervene in order to ensure that no action is taken in this docket that will in any way 

hinder NorthWestern Energy from pursuing the acquisition of energy efficiency and 

additional renewable resources. 

By their participation in the docket HRC, District XI, RNP, and NRDC will also 

endeavor to minimize bill impacts to customers as a result of the acquisition.  The burden 

of higher electricity bills falls most heavily on low-income customers simply because 

such customers have less disposable income than customers with greater economic 

resources.  Of course, mitigating bill impacts, particularly those that fall on the most 

disadvantaged, is an important regulatory consideration and goal.  It is also a matter that, 

HRC, District XI, RNP, and NRDC have addressed in prior Commission proceedings.  
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As not-for-profit representatives of entities whose purposes include providing 

services to low-income Montanans, advocating for renewable energy, and protecting the 

environment, the interests of the organizations that seek intervention herein are unique 

and cannot be adequately represented by the participation of any other party in this 

proceeding.  The organizations will not delay the proceeding or prejudice any party 

through their intervention, nor will they seek to broaden the issues presented in this 

docket.  Finally, the organizations intend to make a unified presentation of their case 

through counsel and witnesses should it be necessary to call any. 

 
  Service of Documents 
 
 All documents in this proceeding are to be served on:  

 

Charles Magraw    Dr. Thomas Power 
501 8th Ave     920 Evans 
Helena, MT 59601    Missoula, MT 59801 
(406) 461-3696    tom.power@mso.umt.edu 
c.magraw@bresnan.net    
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Conclusion 

 
 For the foregoing reasons, HRC, District XI, RNP, and NRDC request the 

Commission to grant this motion to intervene. 

 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

 
      ______________________________ 
 
      Charles E. Magraw 
      501 8th Ave. 
      Helena, MT 59601 
      (406) 461-3696 
 

Attorney for Human Resource Council, 
District XI, Renewable Northwest Project, 
and Natural Resources Defense Council  

 
 
January 10, 2014 
 
 
 
 

 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
I hereby certify that the above signatory has, this 10th day of January, 2014, 

served the foregoing by electronic delivery and first-class mail, postage prepaid, to the 

applicant and the Montana Consumer Counsel. 

 


