






































































































































































































































NorthWestern Energy
Docket D2013.5.33/D2014.5.46

Electric Tracker

Montana Public Service Commission
Set 3 (007-030)

Bata Requests received March 27, 2015

PSC-029
Regarding: Intra-Hour Transactions
Witness; Markovich, part a / Johnston, part b

a. Please identify the number of times and, for each instance, the quantity of purchases
NorthWestern Energy Supply made from the market of intra-hour energy products from
July 2012 through June 2014.

b, Please identify the number of times and, for each instance, the quantity of transactions
when NorthWestern Transmission customers submitted an intra-hour transmission
schedule through the NWMT OATT from July 2012 through June 2014,

RESPONSE:

Due to the fact that NorthWestern Energy’s OASIS software provider archives historical data,
information prior to March 2014 is not readily available. The responses only reflect March 1
through July 1, 2014 timeframe. NorthWestern will work with our software vendor fo get the
data prior to March 1, 2014.

a. NorthWestern’s deal capture system (Webtrader) does not differentiate between hourly
and intra-hour transactions, but working with Grid-Operations, NorthWestern has
identified a total of five intra-hour transactions for a total of 183 MWhrs.

b. For transmission customers there were 26 transactions during the search period. For each
instance the quantity in MWh is as follows:

1. 20 2, 51 3. 5 4. 8 5. 20
6. 20 7. 39 8. 5 9. 10 10, 11
11. 10 12, 25 13. 50 14. 38 15. 49
16. 18 17. 29 18. 20 19, 5 20, 28
2i. 25 22. 25 23, 25 24, 25 25, 15
26. 10 27. 28. 29 30.
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Flectric Tracker

Montana Public Service Commission
Set 3 (007-030)

Data Requests received March 27, 2015

PSC-030
Regarding: DSM & USB Advertising Expenses
Witness: Joe Schwartzenberger

Should NWE make any adjustment to its recovery of DSM and USB advertising expenses to
account for the possibility that it could also be considered a brand-building exercise on the
company’s part?

RESPONSE:

NorthWestern offers the following response recognizing that USB program expenses, including
advertising expenses, are not at issue in. these consolidated dockets.

No. NorthWestern should not make any adjustments to its recovery of DSM and USB
advertising expenses to account for the possibility that it could also be considered a brand
building exercise on the company’s part. The reasons for such advertising are to educate
customers on energy efficiency, make them aware of our programs, and encourage participation
in them.

Applicable Montana statute allows inclusion of such expenses in rates. Section 69-3-307, MCA,
specifically identifies costs for advertising that encourages the conservation of energy as an
exception to the law that advertising expenses are not permitted in rates. In addition, § 69-8-
103(8), MCA, includes the actual costs incurred in providing electricity supply service through
demand-side management and energy efficiency programs in the definition of “Electricity supply
costs”.
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