
Ms. Kate Whitney 
Utility Division 
Montana Public Service Commission 
1701 Prospect Avenue 
PO Box 2022601 
Helena, Montana 59620-2601 

September II , 2015 

Re: Docket Nos. D2013.5.331D2014.5.46 Electric Tracker 
Updated Response to PSC-043 
PSC Set 6 Data Requests (041-049) 

Dear Ms. Whitney: 

NorthWestern 
Energy 

Delivering a Bright Future 

Enclosed for filing is a copy of NorthWestern Energy's updated response to 
PSC-043 in Set 6 Data Requests in Docket Nos. D2013.5 .33/D2014.5.46. It has been 
hand deli vered to the Montana Public Service Commission and the Montana Consumer 
Counsel this date. It has been mailed to the service list in this docket, e-filed on the PSC 
website, and emailed to counsel of record. 

Should you have questions please contact Joe Schwartzenberger at (406) 497-3362. 

Sincerely, 

JNlRjd!o~ (W~ 
Tracy Lowney Killoy 
Administrative Assistant 

40 East Broadway Street Butte, MT 59701 0 406-497 -1000 F 406-497 -2535 NorthWesternEnergy.com 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that a copy ofNOiihWestern Energy's updated response to PSC-043 in PSC Set 

6 Data Requests (041-049) in Docket Nos. D2013 .5.331D2014.5.46 has been hand delivered to 

the Montana Public Service Conunission and to the Montana Consumer Counsel this date. It has 

been e-filed on the PSC website, emailed to counsel of record, and served on the most recent 

service list by mailing a copy thereofby first class mail , postage prepaid. 

Date: September 11, 2015 

Tracy Lownex 'lloy 
Administrative Assistant 
Regulatory Affairs 



Docket Nos. 
D2013.5.331D2014.5.46 
Service List 

Dr. Thomas M. Power 
920 Evans Ave. 
Missoula MT 59801 

Sarah Norcott 
NorthWestem Energy 
208 N Montana Ave Suite 205 
Helena MT 59601 

Matthew Gerhart 
Earthjustice 
705 Second Ave. Suite 203 
Seattle WA 98014 

John W. Wilson 
JW Wilson & Assocaties 
1601 N. Kent Ste 1104 
Arlington V A 22209 

John Alke 
NorthWestem Energy 
208 N Montana Ave Suite 205 
Helena MT 59601 

Al Brogan 
NorthWestem Energy 
208 N. Montana Ave Suite 205 
Helena MT 59601 

Joe Schwartzenberger 
NorthWestem Energy 
40 E Broadway 
Butte MT 59701 

Kate Whitney 
Public Service Commission 
1701 Prospect Ave 
POBox 202601 
Helena MT 59620-2601 

Jenny Harbine 
Earthjustice 
313 E. Main St. 
Bozeman MT 59715 

William W. Mercer 
Holland & Hart 
POBox 639 
Billings MT 59103--0639 

Charles Magraw 
501 8th Ave 
Helena MT 59601 

Tracy Lowney Killoy 
NorthWestem Energy 
40 E Broadway 
Butte MT 59701 

Robert A Nelson 
Montana Consumer Counsel 
III N Last Chance Gulch Ste 1 B 
POBox 201703 
Helena MT 59620-1703 

Monica Tranel 
Montana Consumer Counsel 
P.O. Box 201703 
Helena MT 59620-1403 

David A Schlissel 
Schlissel Technical Consulting 
45 Horace Road 
Belmont MA 02478 



PSC-043 

NorthWestern Energy 
Docket D2013.5.331D2014.5.46 

Electric Tracker 

l\1ontana Public Service Commission 
Set 6 (041-049) 

Dala Requests received June 24, 20 15 

Regarding: DGGS Valiable Costs 
Witness: Belmett 

a. Please explain the sonrce and nature of the May 2014 "MPSC-Related Fuel Adjustment" 
that appears on line 56, page 2 ofExhibiUFVB-6)13-14 in Docket D2014.5.46. 

b. Please explain why the calculation ofDGGS "Energy Supply Cost" and "Revenue 
Credits" appears to change (resulting in a lower credit) after March and April 2014. See 
e.g. lines 51 & 70 on page 2 ofExhibiUFVB-6)13-14 Updated, Dkt. D2014.5.46. 

RESPONSE: 

a. Pages FVB-2 and FVB-3 of the Prefiled Direct Testimony of Frank V. Bennett (Atmual 
DGGS True-up section in Docket No. D2014.5.46) explain the conecting enh'y to adjust 
fuel costs to actual market plices approved under Final Order No. 7219h, Docket No. 
D2012.5.49. The enh'y was booked in May 2014. 

b. The calculation of Energy Supply Cost and Revenue Credits changes after March and 
Aplil2014 because that is when NOlihWestem conected its calculation to reflect actual 
market prices. See also the response to pali a, above. 

UPDATED RESPONSE (September 11 ,2015): 

b. The original response to part b is correct for Line 51 - Energy Supply Cost (7 MW); see 
additional explanation in the response to Data Request PSC-072. 

As for the Revenue Credits (27 MW SupplylTran) on Line 70, these have always been 
based on actual market prices; however, they change due to changes in market plices and 
volumes. The average Mid-C price minus $7 was $48.47 in February 2014, dropped to 
$13.65 in March 2014, and dropped fuliher in April 2014 to $8. 17. 

PSC-3 


