
V.MONTANA-DAKOTA 
UTILITIES CQ 
A Division of MDU Resources Group, Inc. 

400 North Fourth Street 
Bismarck, ND 58501 
(701) 222-7900 

Mr. Charles E. Magraw 
501 81

h Ave. 
Helena, MT 59601 

Dear Mr. Magraw: 

November 5, 2015 

Re: General Electric Rate Application 
Docket No. D2015.6.51 

Enclosed please find Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. 's responses to The All iance for Solar 
Choice's data requests dated October 21 , 2015. 

Sincerely, 

Tamie A. Aberle 
Director of Regulatory Affairs 

Attachments 
cc: Service List 



Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. 
Docket No. D2015.6.51 

Service List 

Mr. Will Rosquist 
Utility Division 
Montana Public Service Commission 
1701 Prospect Avenue 
PO Box 202601 
Helena, MT 59620-2601 
kwhitney@mt.gov 

Mike Green 
900 N. Last Chance Gulch 
Suite 200 
Helena, MT 59601 
mgreen@crowleyfleck.com 

Thorvald A. Nelson 
Holland & Hart LLP 
6380 South Fiddlers Green Circle 
Suite 500 
Greenwood Village, CO 80111 
tnelson@hollandhart.com 

Nikolas S. Stoffel 
Holland & Hart LLP 
6380 South Fiddlers Green Circle 
Suite 500 
Greenwood Village , CO 80111 
nsstoffel@hollandhart.com 

Albert Clark 
142 Buccaneer Drive 
Leesburg , FL 34788 
aclark154@yahoo.com 

John Wilson 
J W Wilson & Associates Inc. 
1601 N. Kent Street, Suite 1104 
Arlington , VA 22209-2105 
john@jwwa .com 

Robert Nelson 
Monica Tranel 
Montana Consumer Counsel 
111 N. Last Chance Gulch , Suite 1 B 
PO Box 201703 
Helena, MT 59620-1703 
robnelson@mt.gov 
mtranel@mt.gov 

Charles Magraw 
501 81h Ave 
Helena , MT 59601 
c.magraw@bresnan . net 

David Wooley 
Keyes, Fox & Wiedman LLP 
436 14th Street, Suite 1305 
Oakland , CA 94612 
dwooley@kfwlaw.com 

Kelly Crandall 
Keyes, Fox & Wiedman LLP 
1400 161h St 
16 Market Square, Suite 400 
Denver, CO 80202 
kcrandall@kfwlaw.com 

Jack Pous 
14 Shell Avenue SE 
Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32548 
jpous@ducinc.net 

Electronic Service Only: 
ppenn@hollandhart.com 
aclee@hollandhart.com 
crmayers@hollandhart.com 



TASC-049 

MONTANA-DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 
ALLIANCE FOR SOLAR CHOICE'S 

DATA REQUEST 
DATED OCTOBER 21, 2015 

DOCKET NO. D2015.6.51 

RE: Proposed Residential Demand Charge 

Please confirm that the $1 .50/kW demand charge is calculated based on the 
demand-related embedded costs for the residential customer class as a whole. 

Response: 

Yes. 



TASC-050 

MONTANA-DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 
ALLIANCE FOR SOLAR CHOICE'S 

OAT A REQUEST 

RE: EEl 

DATED OCTOBER 21, 2015 
DOCKET NO. 02015.6.51 

Please provide copies of any communications that MDU has had with Edison 
Electric Institute (EEl), and/or documents that MDU has received from EEl, 
regarding (a) net metering, (b) three-part rates for residential customers and (c) 
demand charges for residential customers. 

Response: 

The document titled KEY STATE REGULA TORY ACTIVITY ON NET ENERGY 
METER/NG,FIXED CHARGES & RELATED DISTRIBUTED GENERATION 
ISSUES, provided in Response TASC-028, was made available through EEl . 



TASC-051 

MONT ANA-DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 
ALLIANCE FOR SOLAR CHOICE'S 

DATA REQUEST 
DATED OCTOBER 21 , 2015 

DOCKET NO. D2015.6.51 

RE: Effect of Proposed Residential Demand Charge on 
non-NEM customers 

Do MDU's proposed tariffs decrease rates for residential non-Net-Metering 
customers as a result of adding a demand charge to residential NEM customers? 

Response: 

No, Montana-Dakota did not propose a decrease for residential non-net metering 
customers. 



TASC-052 

MONTANA-DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 
ALLIANCE FOR SOLAR CHOICE'S 

DATA REQUEST 
DATED OCTOBER 21, 2015 

DOCKET NO. D2015.6.51 

RE: Educational materials on proposed residential demand 
charge 

Please provide all educational materials MDU has developed related to residential 
demand charges. 

Response: 

The materials retained were provided in Response No. TASC-028. 



TASC-053 

MONTANA-DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 
ALLIANCE FOR SOLAR CHOICE'S 

OAT A REQUEST 
DATED OCTOBER 21, 2015 

DOCKET NO. 02015.6.51 

RE: Related General Rate cases 

Please answer the following questions regarding upcoming rate cases: 
• When will MDU Resources Group be filing its next electric general rate 

cases in (a) Idaho, (b) Minnesota, (c) North Dakota, (d) Oregon, (e) 
Washington, and (f) Wyoming? 

• Will MDU Resources Group introduce three-part rates for residential DG 
customers in those rate cases? 

• Will MDU Resources Group introduce three-part rates for all residential 
customers in those rate cases? 

Response: 

MDU Resources Group does not provide electric service in Idaho, Minnesota, Oregon or 
Washington . Montana-Dakota cannot confirm with certainty when its next electric rate 
case will be filed in North Dakota or Wyoming. Three-part rates for residential DG 
customers and all residential customers will be evaluated at the time the rate cases are 
prepared . 



TASC-054 

MONTANA-DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 
ALLIANCE FOR SOLAR CHOICE'S 

DATA REQUEST 
DATED OCTOBER 21, 2015 

DOCKET NO. D2015.6.51 

RE: Administrative costs of proposed Residential Demand 
Charge 

What are the estimated additional administrative costs of calculating a residential 
NEM customer's demand and billing for it? 

Response: 

Montana-Dakota does not expect incremental costs in order to bi ll demand charges. 



TASC-055 

MONTANA-DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 
ALLIANCE FOR SOLAR CHOICE'S 

DATA REQUEST 
DATED OCTOBER 21, 2015 

DOCKET NO. D2015.6.51 

RE: Use of excess electricity from NEM customers 

Please admit or deny that excess electricity from a net-metered DG customer's 
solar electric generating systems go back to the Company's grid and is 
subsequently sold to another customer at the applicable retail rate. If denied, 
please fully explain. 

Response: 

Deny. The customer energy entering the system offsets the variable costs of fuel or 
MISO purchases only. 



MONT ANA-DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 
ALLIANCE FOR SOLAR CHOICE'S 

DATA REQUEST 
DATED OCTOBER 21, 2015 

DOCKET NO. 02015.6.51 

TASC-056 RE: Number of customers by class 

Please provide, by customer class for each of the past ten years, a) the number of 
customers (average or year end), b) the actual electric sales (in kWhs), and c) 
usage per customer. 

Response: 

Please see Attachment A. 



Residential 
Small General 
Irrigation 
Large General Primary 
Large General Secondary 
Large General- TOO 
Contract Service 
Municipal Pumping 
Outdoor Lighting 
Street Lighting 
Space Heating 

Residential 
Small General 
Irrigation 
Large General Primary 
Large General Secondary 
Large General- TOO 
Contract Service 
Municipal Pumping 
Outdoor Lighting 
Street Lighting 
Space Heating 

Class 
Residential 
Small General 
Irrigation 
Large General Primary 
Large General Secondary 
Large General - TOO 
Contract Service 
Municipal Pumping 
Outdoor Lighting 
Street Lighting 
Space Heating 

2005 
Customers Sales 

18,488 147,570,612 
5,107 100,815,841 

39 2,226,411 

Use/Cust 

7,982 
19,741 
57,087 

19 47,288,490 2,488,868 
234 134,666,531 575,498 

9 10,577,309 1,175,257 
15 171,944,893 11,462,993 

110 
1,918 

257 
1 

6,411,257 
2,640,409 
7,109,994 

351,708 

58,284 
1,377 

27,66S 
351,708 

26,197 631,603,455 

2010 
Customers Sales Use/Cust 

18,695 167,616,558 
5,321 108,S78,946 

8,966 
20,406 
30,590 76 2,324,834 

16 45,130,439 2,820,652 
231 145,060,306 627,967 

7 11,764,306 1,680,615 
15 214,141,781 14,276,119 

110 6,973,614 63,396 
1,944 

259 
1 

2,875,729 
6,987,164 

56,335 

1,479 
26,977 
56,335 

26,675 711,510,012 

Consists of 
Rate 10 
Rates 20 Primary & Secondary 
Rate 25 
Rate 30 Primary 
Rate 30 Secondary 
Rates 31 Primary & Secondary 
Rate 35 
Rate 48 
Rate 52 

MONTANA-DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 
ELECTRIC UTILITY- MONTANA 

Customers and Sales - 10 Year History 

2006 
Customers Sales 

18,436 154,000,951 
S,167 102,117,551 

42 3,297,540 
20 38,031,265 

237 136,513,124 
8 9,901,704 

Use/Cust 

8,353 
19,763 
78,513 

1,901,563 
576,005 

1,237,713 
15 183,929,756 12,261,984 

111 6,996,52.5 63,032 
1,923 2,688,688 1,398 

257 
1 

7,072,424 
359,988 

26,217 644,909,516 

2011 
Customers Sales 

18,909 179,961,538 
S,433 115,745,499 

82 2,088,188 
14 46,953,039 

232 156,188,394 
9 13,324,368 

27,519 
359,988 

Use/Cust 

9,517 
21,304 
25,466 

3,353,789 
673,226 

1,480,485 
15 216,066,995 14,404,466 

113 7,232,041 64,000 
1,949 3,078,622 1,580 

254 
1 

6,892,346 
31,012 

27,011 747,562,042 

27,135 
31,012 

2007 
Customers Sales 

18,470 1S8,916,85S 
.5,219 107,190,3S7 

Use/Cust 

8,604 
20,538 

41 2,781,964 67,853 
23 S2,163,726 2,267,988 

228 139,747,649 
9 9,502,382 

612,928 
1,055,820 

15 183,820,156 12,254,677 
112 6,827,828 60,963 

1,929 2,756,520 1,429 
2.58 7,040,665 27,289 

1 412,071 
26,305 671,160,173 

2012 
Customers Sales 

19,149 181,708,064 
5,579 119,821,939 

94 4,834,045 
16 38,843,030 

412,071 

Use/Cust 

9,489 
21,477 
51,426 

2,427,689 
238 154,488,760 649,112 

10 15,364,915 1,536,492 
15 223,535,595 14,902,373 

113 7,603,435 67,287 
1,952 

205 
1 

2,920,243 
6,910,902 

16,843 
27,372 756,047,771 

1,496 
33,712 
16,843 

Rates 41 Municipal & Company Owned Lighting 
Rate 32 

2008 
Customers Sales 

18,646 1.58, 743,813 
5,277 106,713,457 

48 2,888,240 
21 56,018,094 

225 145,130,375 
8 9,917,858 

Use/Cust 

8,514 
20,222 
60,172 

2,667,528 
645,024 

1,239,732 
15 197,760,418 13,184,028 

111 
1,945 

259 

7,034,312 
2,816,644 
7,062,269 

1 2.58,211 
26,556 694,343,691 

2013 
Customers Sales 

63,372 
1,448 

27,267 
258,211 

Use/Cust 

19,607 189,449,173 9,662 
5,687 124,259,437 21,850 

94 2,938,443 31,260 
12 28,498,534 2,374,878 

256 172,796,588 674,987 
10 11,841,072 1,184,107 
15 229,283,037 15,285,536 

110 7,201.469 65,468 
1,775 

103 
5 

3,198,829 
6,807,073 

324,001 
27,674 776,597,656 

1,802 
66,088 
64,800 

2009 
Customers Sales 

18,643 163,853,804 
S,281 108,500,128 

62 3,051,402 
18 44,685,386 

220 146,487,168 
7 12,237,294 

Use/Cust 

8,789 
20,S4S 
49,216 

2,482,521 
665,851 

1,748,185 
15 204,275,768 13,618,385 

110 
1,939 

260 

7,149,420 
2,978,202 
7,034,716 

1 140,587 
26,556 700,393,875 

2014 
Customers Sales 

20,064 195,240,541 
5,751 128,469,924 

113 2,885,435 
14 46.454,293 

262 168,615,676 
9 15,836,060 

64,99S 
1,536 

27,057 
140,587 

Use/Cust 

9,731 
22,339 
25,535 

3,318,164 
643,571 

1, 759,562 
12 228,554,425 19,046,202 

111 
1,764 

7,341,210 
3,237,499 

97 6,898,236 
9 1,048,759 

28,206 804,582,058 

66,137 
1,835 

71,116 
116,529 
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TASC-057 

MONTANA-DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 
ALLIANCE FOR SOLAR CHOICE'S 

DATA REQUEST 
DATED OCTOBER 21 , 2015 

DOCKET NO. D2015.6.51 

RE: Residential Fixed Monthly charge 

Referring to the Direct Testimony of Tamie Aberle at p.5, please provide all data 
and workpapers supporting the claim that the residential fixed monthly charge 
could be $26.01 (embedded) or $86.19 (marginal). 

Response: 

Please see Statement L page 1 for the embedded customer cost and Exhibit 
No. __ (SJC-1) Page 3 for the marginal customer cost. 
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