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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  

 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Montana Public Service Commission (Commission) 

will conduct a public hearing on the Investigation of the Montana Public Service Commission 

into Whether Mountain Water Company's Rates are Just and Reasonable.  The public hearing 

will commence on May 3, 2016, at 9:00 a.m. at the GuestHouse Inn, Suites & Conference 

Center, 3803 Brooks St., Missoula, Montana 59804.  The hearing will continue from day to 

day, as necessary. 

On January 29, 2016, the Commission voted to initiate a proceeding to inquire into 

whether Mountain Water Company's current water rates for its Missoula, Montana customers are 

just and reasonable.  On January 11, 2016, the Commission received the Joint Applicants' Notice 

of Closing and Withdrawal of Joint Application (Notice) in Docket No. D2014.12.99.  The 

Notice stated that on January 8, 2016, the sale and transfer of Western Water Stock to Liberty 

WWH closed, with Liberty WWH merging into Western Water and Western Water continuing as 

the wholly-owned subsidiary of Liberty Utilities.  The Commission's Proceedings, at that time 

were stayed by the Missoula District Court, so the Commission had not yet completed its review 

of the sale and transfer. 

The Commission’s jurisdiction over this matter is provided at Title 69, Montana Code 

Annotated.  State law vests the PSC with "full power of supervision, regulation, and control of 

public utilities."  Mont. Code Ann. § 69-3-102 (2015).  The PSC may at any time “upon its own 

motion, investigate any of the rates, tolls, charges, rules, practices, and services” of a utility. 

Mont. Code Ann. § 69-3-324.  Rates must be "reasonable and just, and every unjust and 
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unreasonable charge is prohibited and declared unlawful." Mont. Code Ann. § 69-3-201.  The 

substantive and procedural law applicable is Title 69, Montana Code Annotated, especially at 

Ch. 3 (public utilities), Administrative Rules of Montana Title 38, Ch. 5 (utilities), Title 2, Ch. 4, 

Montana Code Annotated (MAPA), Administrative Rules of Montana Title 38, Ch. 2 (PSC 

procedural rules), and any prior orders of the PSC which may bear on the issues presented.  The 

hearing is for the purpose of receiving technical evidence (testimony and exhibits) addressing the 

investigation.  Testimony submitted at hearing is subject to cross-examination. 

Anyone needing accommodation for a physical, hearing, or sight impairment in order to 

attend or participate in the hearing should contact the Commission at (406) 444-6199 at least one 

week prior to the hearing.  The Commission will make every effort to accommodate individual 

impairments. 

 

BY THE MONTANA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

 

BRAD JOHNSON, Chairman 

TRAVIS KAVULLA, Vice Chairman 

KIRK BUSHMAN, Commissioner 

ROGER KOOPMAN, Commissioner 

BOB LAKE, Commissioner 

 


