
NorthWestern 
Energy 

Mr. Brian DeK.iep 
Regulatory Division 
Montana Public Service Commission 
1 701 Prospect A venue 
PO Box 202601 
Helena, Montana 59620-2601 

February 27, 2012 

NorthWestern Corporation 
d/b/a NorthWestern Energy 
40 East Broadway Street 
Butte, MT 59701 
Telephone: (406) 497-1 000 
Facsimile: (406) 497-2535 
www. northwesternenergy.com 

Re: Docket N2012.1.1 NorthWestern Energy 2011 Renewable Portfolio Standard 
Compliance Filing 

Dear Mr. DeK.iep: 

NorthWestern Energy hereby submits its report demonstrating compliance with the Renewable 
Portfolio Standard (RPS) for compliance year 2011. Two additional documents are included with 
this cover letter. The first document is the Montana Renewable Portfolio Standard Public Utility 
Compliance Form for Compliance Year 2011. The second document is a report generated from 
the Western Renewable Generation Information System (WREGIS) that demonstrates the source, 
volume, and vintage of renewable energy credits that NorthWestern Energy has retired for the 
purpose of meeting 2011 Montana RPS obligations. 

Please be aware that values presented on the compliance form for renewable energy credits 
procured in 2011 and the 2011 carry-over balance represent estimated values. Renewable energy 
production for the months of November and December 2011 will not result in the creation of 
renewable energy credits until after February 2012 according to the protocols employed by 
WREGIS. 

NorthWestern, as a public utility subject to the retail choice provisions in§ 69-8-201 , MCA, is 
required to submit an Electricity Supplier Report. The Electricity Supplier Report will be 
submitted at a later date, but prior to the deadline. 

Please contact me at (406) 497-3363 if you have any questions concerning the content or 
preparation of the NorthWestern Energy 2011 RPS compliance filing. 

Respectfully S~ 

~~~~ 
Dave Fine 
Director of Energy Supply Planning 

Enclosures 



Montana Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) 

Public Utility Compliance Form* 

Compliance Year 2011 

1 Public Utility: ___ .North Western Energy ____ _ 

2 Total Retail Sales in 2010 (MWh): 5,775,605 

3 
4 
5 
6 

7 
8 

2011 Renewable Energy Credits (RECs )± 

Procurement Requirement: 577,561 
2009 Carry-Over Applied: 0 
2010 Carry-Over Applied: 192,072 
Procured in 2011: 534,668 
Total Retired for 2011: 577,561 
Balance: 149,180 

= All RECs used to comply with the RPS must be tracked and verified through the Western Renewable 
Energy Generation Information System (WREGIS) or the Midwest Renewable Energy Tracking System 
(MRETS). To demonstrate compliance with this requirement, please attach a report generated by WREGIS 
or MRETS setting forth the sources and quantities of RECs procured and retired for compliance year 2011. 

* Public Utilities Subject to Retail Choice: 
On an annual basis on or before March 31, a public utility subject to the retail choice 
provisions in Section 69-8-201 of the Montana Code Annotated must also submit an 
Electricity Supplier Report to the Montana Public Service Commission 
disclosing each electricity supplier that uses its transmission or distribution 
facilities to deliver electricity to retail customers in Montana. 

For each electricity supplier, the Electricity Supplier Report must set forth the 
following information for the twelve-month period ending December 31, 2010: 

9 (1) Total billed retail sales of electrical energy by month; 

10 (2) Billed retail sales of electrical energy by month for each retail customer of 
that supplier; and 

11 (3) Individual load by month for each retail customer of that supplier (in 
kilowatts). 

The public utility must assign a unique number to each retail customer of an 
electricity supplier to protect the customer's identity. 



All Certificates Printed Date: 2/23/2012 9:52:43 AM 

WREGIS Generator Vintage Certificate Green-e Ecologo Hydro SMUO NERC E-
SubAccount GU 10 Plant-Unit Fuel Type Year/Month Serial Quantity AZ BC CA co MT NV NM TX WA OR AB UT Energy Certified Certification Eligible Tag 

Name Numbers Eligible Matched 

Judith Gap 
2011 NWE Energy 226-MT-RPS W226 Center- Wind 2010/09 26561-1 to 24,659 No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No Retirement Judith Gap 
Sub-Account Energy 24659 

Center 

I I ---t Judith Gap 
2011 NWE Energy 226-MT· RPS W226 Center- Wind 2010/10 29917-1 to 35,447 No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No Retirement Judith Gap 
Sub-Account Energy 35447 

Center 

Judith Gap 
2011 NWE Energy 226-MT· RPS W226 Center- Wind 2011/02 35693-1 to 47,622 No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No Retirement Judith Gap 
Sub-Account Energy 47622 

Center p -t-
Judith Gap 

2011 NWE Energy 226-MT-
RPS W226 Center- Wind 2011/06 42622-1 to 31,259 No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No Retirement Judith Gap 31259 Sub-Account Energy 

Center 

~ l t t t- ~ t Judith Gap 
2011 NWE Energy 226-MT-
RPS W226 Center- Wind 2011/07 44471-1 to 24,610 No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No 
Retirement Judith Gap 24610 
Sub-Account Energy 

Center 

t t ~ t t t t Judith Gap 
2011 NWE Energy 226-MT-
RPS W226 Center- Wind 2011/09 47959-1 to 23,516 No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No 
Retirement Judith Gap 23516 
Sub-Account Energy 

Center 

~ ~ I I I I Judith Gap 
2011 NWE Energy 226-MT-
RPS W226 Center- Wind 2010/02 

34267- 2,000 No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No 
Retirement Judith Gap 25577 to 
Sub-Account Energy 27576 

Center 

I I I I I I tl t Judith Gap T 2011 NWE Enerov 226-MT-
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All Certificates (Continue) Printed Date: 2/23/2012 9:52:43 AM 

RPS W226 
Center- Wind 2010/07 

25704- 19,597 No No No No 
Retirement Judith Gap 7340 to 

No No No No No No No No No No No No No 

Sub-Account Energy 26936 
Center 

Judith Gap 
2011 NWE Energy 226-MT-
RPS W226 

Center- Wind 2010/ 11 31392-1 to 47,730 No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No 
Retirement Judith Gap 
Sub-Account Energy 

47730 

Center 

Judith Gap 
2011 NWE Energy 226-MT-
RPS W226 Center - Wind 2011/03 37268-1 to 37,661 No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No 
Retirement Judith Gap 
Sub-Account Energy 

37661 

Center 

Judith Gap 
2011 NWE Energy 226-MT-
RPS W226 

Center- Wind 2011/05 41227-1 to 42,238 No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No 
Retirement Judith Gap 
Sub-Account Energy 

42238 

Center 

Judith Gap 
2011 NWE Energy 226-MT-
RPS W226 

Center- Wind 2011/08 46328-1 to 24,632 No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No 
Retirement Judith Gap 24632 
Sub-Account Energy 

Center 

Judith Gap 
2011 NWE Energy 226-MT-
RPS W226 

Center- Wind 2011/10 50174-1 to 20,758 No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No 
Retirement Judith Gap 20758 
Sub-Account Energy 

Center 

Judith Gap 
2011 NWE Energy 226-MT-
RPS W226 

Center- Wind 2010/08 27003-1 to 25,520 No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No 
Retirement Judith Gap 25520 
Sub-Account Energy 

Center 

Judith Gap 
2011 NWE Energy 226-MT-
RPS W226 

Center- Wind 2010/12 32872-1 to 36,919 No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No 
Retirement Judith Gap 36919 
Sub-Account Energy 

Center 

Judith Gap 
2011 NWE Energy 226-MT-
RPS W226 

Center- Wind 2011/01 34268-1 to 66,855 No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No 
Retirement Judith Gap 66855 
Sub-Account Energy 

Center t - I t· -~ • 
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All Certificates (Continue) Printed Date: 2/23/2012 9:52:43 AM 

Judith Gap 
2011 NWE Energy 226-MT-RPS W226 Center- Wind 2011/04 38827-1 to 44,721 No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No Retirement Judith Gap 44721 Sub-Account Energy 

Center 

2011 NWE Turnbull 2263-MT-RPS W2263 Hydro- Hydroelectric 2011/06 51845-1 to 583 No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No Retirement Lower Water 
583 Sub-Account Turnbull 

2011 NWE Turnbull 2263-MT-RPS W2263 Hydro- Hydroelectric 2011/07 46138-1 to 4,042 No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No Reti rement Lower Water 
Sub-Account Turnbull 4042 

2011 NWE Turnbull 2263-MT-RPS W2263 Hydro- Hydroelect ric 2011/08 47770-1 to 4,719 No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No Retirement Lower Water 
Sub-Account Turnbull 4719 

2011 NWE Turnbull 2263-MT-RPS W2263 Hydro- Hydroelectric 
2011/ 09 49943-1 to 3,460 No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No Retirement Lower Water 

Sub-Account Turnbull 3460 

2011 NWE Turnbull 2264-MT-RPS W2264 Hydro- Hydroelectric 
2011/09 49944-1 to 2,382 No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No Retirement Upper Water 2382 Sub-Account Turnbull 

2011 NWE Turnbull 2264-MT-
RPS W2264 Hydro- Hydroelectric 2011/08 47771-1 to 3,248 No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No Retirement Upper Water 3248 Sub-Account Turnbull 

2011 NWE Turnbull 2264-MT-RPS W2264 Hydro- Hydroelectric 2011/07 46139-1 to 2,782 No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No Retirement Upper Water 2782 Sub-Account Turnbull 

2011 NWE Turnbull 2264-MT-
RPS W2264 Hydro- Hydroelectric 2011/ 06 51847-1 to 401 No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No No 
Retirement Upper Water 401 
Sub-Account Turnbull 
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