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NOTICE OF COMMISSION ACTION 

 

On November 4, 2015, the Montana Public Service Commission (Commission) opened 

an investigative docket to examine railroad safety in Montana.  The Commission received 

written comment and held a roundtable discussion on January 20, 2016.  On February 2, 2016, 

Commission staff issued a summary of the roundtable.  On April 19, 2016, the Commission held 

a work session to discuss activities since the roundtable and consider next steps.  On a five to 

zero vote, the Commission took the following five actions: 

1. Authorized staff to continue increased involvement and communication with National 

Association of State Rail Safety Managers with the goal of attending a national or 

regional meeting at least annually. 

2. Authorized staff to continue attendance at Montana’s State Emergency Response 

Committee (SERC) and membership in SERC’s HazMat Subcommittee. 

3. Directed staff to write and complete a state railroad safety risk assessment and associated 

state railroad safety action plan for presentation to the Commission within six months, 

incorporating the input and involvement of stakeholders in the completion of those 

documents. 

4. Authorized the Regulatory Division Administrator to fill the currently open railroad 

inspector position with a specialist in motive power and equipment (MP&E) inspection.  

5. Directed staff to provide quarterly work session updates to the Commission. 
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