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At the meeting of the Public Service Commission of the State of Montana held at the 
Commission's Offices in Helena, Montana, on Thursday, September 9, 2010, the following 
members were present: 
 Ken Toole, Vice Chair 
 Gail Gutsche, Commissioner 
 Brad Molnar, Commissioner, via telephone 
 John Vincent, Commissioner 
 
Commissioner Jergeson was excused, but left his proxies with Commissioner Toole. 
 

APPEARANCE 
Kate Whitney, Administrator 

Regulatory Division 
 

(272) In the matter of the approval of Commission Minutes for the week of September 6, 2010. 
 
Commissioner  Gutsche moved to APPROVE  the Commission Minutes for the week of August 
30, 2010.  Commissioner Vincent seconded the motion, which passed 4-0.  Commissioner 
Molnar was absent. 

APPEARANCE 
Eric Dahlgren, Regulatory Division 

 
(273) In the matter of TN2479:  Fred M. Zweifel d/b/a Circle Z Enterprises, Virginia City, 
Montana requests permission to suspend PSC No. 9270 for the period September 19, 2010 to 
March 19, 2011.  
 
Commissioner Vincent moved to APPROVE the request for suspension.  Commissioner Gutsche 
seconded the motion, which passed 4-0.  Commissioner Molnar was absent. 

 
 APPEARANCE 

Eric Eck, Regulatory Division 
 
(274) In the matter of  D2010.8.85:  On August 23, 2010, MDU Resources Group, Inc. applied 
for authority to issue over a two-year period $1,000,000,000 of long term financing in the 
following amounts: (1) the issuance of not to exceed $1,000,000,000 of the Company’s Common 
Stock; (2) the issuance of not to exceed $150,000,000 of the Company’s Preferred Stock and /or 
Preferred Stock A; (3) the issuance of not to exceed $350,000,000 of the Company’s secured 
debt securities; (4) the issuance of not to exceed $350,000,000 of stock purchase contracts and 
(5) the issuance of not to exceed $350,000,000 of hybrid securities such as convertible or 
unconvertible preferred securities, putable or callable instruments. 
 
Commissioner Vincent moved to APPROVE MDU Resources Group, Inc’s application to issue 
securities for a two-way application to issue securities for a two year period ending December 
31, 2012.  Commissioner Gutsche seconded the motion, which passed 4-0.  Commissioner 
Molnar was absent. 
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APPEARANCE 
Jim Paine, Legal Division 

 
(275) In the matter of the Commission's discussion in Docket No. D2010.6.63:  Qwest, Triarch 
Communications Interconnection Agreement.  
 
Commissioner Vincent moved to APPROVE the Qwest Corporation/Triarch Communications 
interconnection agreement in Docket No. D2010.6.63. Commissioner Gutsche seconded the 
motion, which passed unanimously. 
 

APPEARANCE 
Leroy Beeby, Regulatory Division 

Justin Kraske, Legal Division 
 
(276) In the matter of the Commission's discussion in Docket No. D2010.7.78:  Havre Pipeline 
Company application to decrease rates and charges. 
 
Commissioner Gutsche moved to APPROVE Interim Order No. 7107 in Docket No. D2010.7.78 
subject to minor non substantive text changes.  Commissioner Vincent seconded the motion, 
which passed unanimously. 
 
(277) In the matter of the Commission's discussion in Docket No. D2010.1.9:  Big Mountain 
Water Company general rate case. 
 
Commissioner Toole moved to APPROVE Order 7077b in Docket No. D2010.1.9 subject to 
staff recommended minor non-substantive text edits in Docket No. D2010.1.9. Commissioner 
Vincent seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 

APPEARANCE 
Al Brogan, Administrator, 

Legal Division 
 
(278) In the matter of the Commission's discussion in Docket No. D2010.6.62:  NorthWestern 
Energy application for approval of 2010 avoided cost compliance filing-schedule QFLT-1. 
 
Commissioner Molnar moved to GRANT NorthWestern Energy’s motion for extension to 
October 31, 2010 to make QFLT-1 compliance filing in Docket No. D2010.6.62. Commissioner 
Gutsche seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 

APPEARANCE 
Kate Whitney, Administrator, 

Regulatory Division 
Robin McHugh, Executive Director 

Phil Cooke, Consumer Division 
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(279) In the matter of the Commission's discussion in Docket No.D2010.9.88 and D2010.9.89:  
Authorization to recover the PSC and MCC taxes (fees). 
 
Commissioner Vincent moved to APPROVE the orders in Docket Nos. D2010.9.88 and 
D2010.9.89.  Commissioner Gutsche seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 

APPEARANCE 
Kate Whitney, Administrator, 

Regulatory Division 
Al Brogan, Administrator, 

Legal Division 
 

(280) In the matter of the Commission's discussion of PSC Legislation: 
 
Commissioner Gutsche moved to APPROVE the draft bill defining “local owners” in the 
Renewable Portfolio Standard.  Commissioner Vincent seconded the motion, which passed 
unanimously. 
 

APPEARANCE 
Robin McHugh, Executive Director 

Phil Cooke, Consumer Division 
 
(281) In the matter of the Commission's discussion of out-of-state staff travel: 
 
Commissioner Vincent moved to APPROVE travel for Lori Sandru and Tina Shorten to attend 
the NARUC annual meeting in Atlanta, GA, November 14-17, 2010 with specific emphasis on 
those sessions on or related to consumer affairs.  Commissioner Gutsche seconded the motion, 
which passed unanimously. 
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There being no further business to come before the Commission the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
              
       GREG JERGESON, Chair 
 
 
              
       KEN TOOLE, Vice Chair 
 
 
              
       GAIL GUTSCHE, Commissioner 
  
 
              
       BRAD MOLNAR, Commissioner 
 
 
              

JOHN VINCENT, Commissioner 
  

ATTEST: 
 
 
Verna Stewart 
Commission Secretary 
 
(SEAL) 
 


