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Cct ober 29, 1997
For nore information, contact:
Bonni e Lorang - 406-444-6191

STATE FUNDS AVAI LABLE FOR ADVANCED TELECOMMUNI CATI ONS ACCESS

Mont ana' s schools, libraries, and health care providers, gearing up to
file applications for
federally funded di scounts for tel econmuni cations services, may al so be
eligible for state-funded
assi stance. The Mntana Universal Access Program funded by a surcharge on
intrastate
t el ecommuni cati ons services, provides an additional source of assistance for
Mont ana
conmuni ti es where high costs are a barrier to obtaining advanced
t el ecommuni cati ons servi ces.
The state program provi des $250,000 in i nternet access fundi ng
assi stance for fiscal year
1998 and $500, 000 for fiscal year 1999 for schools, libraries, health care
providers, triba
col | eges, and community public access points. The priority of the programis
to ensure access to
advanced tel ecommuni cations is available in each Montana conmunity.
Applications for the Montana programwi || be avail abl e next nonth from
the Public
Service Commi ssion. Qualified applicants will receive a 50-percent discount
of f of the
t el ecommuni cati ons provider's | owest business rate for a high-speed, dedicated
phone |ine.
Di scounts provided under the state programwi Il be reduced by the anount of
any federa
di scounts received by the applicant.
The PSC has actively assisted education, library, and health
organi zations in public
outreach so that all eligible users in Mdntana nay take advantage of the
federal and state di scount
prograns. Applications for federal discounts will soon be posted on the FCC
Wb site
(fcc.gov/icecb). Applications for state discounts will be available fromthe
PSC.

The PSC administers the state program with advice fromthe Mntana

uni versal access
program oversi ght conmrittee, which held its first nmeeting October 1. Menbers
of the oversight
group are: Mchelle Burchett (Chair), US WEST; John C eavel and (Vice-chair),
Uni versity of
Mont ana; Thel ma McC osky Armstrong, Eastern Montana Tel enedi ci ne; Ji m Er eaux,
Sal i sh
Koot enai Col | ege; Karen Strege, Mntana State Library; Becky Pl eggeneyer,
AT&T; Christine
Day, Bozenman Public Schools; Thonas Hart, Butte Catholic Schools; Robert
Ander son, Mbnt ana
School Board Association; Phil Canpbell, Mntana Educati on Association.; M ke
Strand,
Mont ana | ndependent Tel econmuni cati ons Systens; and Fred Lark, Skycel
Satel | ite/ Conmmet
Cel lul ar, Lew stown, Mbontana.

The PSC is actively involved in informng education, library and health

organi zati ons
about the federal and state tel ecomruni cations discounts. Persons interested
in |learning nore
about these discounts should call the Public Service Conm ssion at
406-444-6191 or visit the
PSC s Internet website at www. psc. nmt. gov.
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