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Novenber 24, 1997

For nore information, contact:
Kate Whitney - 406-444- 3056
Karen Hammel - 406-444-6179

PSC SEEKS COMMENTS ON PROPOSED LONG- DI STANCE COVPETI TI ON RULES

The state Public Service Conmi ssion is seeking corments by Decenber 16 on
its
proposed rules to inplenent a new el enent of tel ephone | ong-di stance
conpetition in Mntana
call ed intralLATA equal access. A hearing on the proposed rules is set for
Thur sday,
Decenber 18, at 9 a.m, in the PSC s Bollinger Room 1701 Prospect Avenue,
Hel ena.
LATAs (|l ocal access and transport areas) were created after the breakup
of AT&T in the
1980s to mark the boundaries within which the forner Bell conpanies like US
West
Communi cations could transport |ong-distance calls. Mntana was divided into
two LATAs -- an
east LATA and west LATA
Currently |l ong-di stance calls placed by dialing "1" plus the area code
and t el ephone
number that originate and ternminate in the same LATA are carried by U S Wst
Conmuni cat i ons.
If a person wants to use another carrier for such an intralLATA | ong-di stance
call, he or she nust
first dial the several extra digits that make up the preferred carrier's
access code. Except for the
custoners of Citizens Communications in Libby, Troy and Eureka, Montanans are
not able to
presel ect the intralLATA | ong-di stance carrier of their choice.
The federal Tel econmunications Act of 1996 requires |ocal telephone
conpani es to
provi de custonmers with access to the carrier of the customer's choice on an
equal dialing or "1-plus" basis, without having to dial an access code. The
result of the lawwill be that, just as
custoners al ready choose a carrier for their other |ong-distance calls, they
will eventually be able
to select an intralLATA carrier and not have to dial extra digits to access
that carrier.
Once i ntralLATA equal access is available, custonmers nmay choose the sane
| ong-di st ance
carrier for both their intraLATA and other |ong-distance calls, or nay sel ect
two different
carriers. Under the proposed rul es, even when intralLATA equal access is
i mpl emented by a | ocal
phone company, nobst Mntanans' intralLATA calls will continue to be carried by
U S West unl ess
the custonmer selects a different intralLATA carrier
The PSC s proposed rul es set the guidelines for intralLATA equal access in
Mont ana. Key
provi sions of the rules are:

- As required by federal law, U S West nust inplenent intralLATA equa
access for
its custonmers by February 8, 1999, or when the conpany starts
provi di ng
statew de (interLATA) |ong-distance service, whichever is sooner

- Local tel ephone conpani es other than U S West nust i npl enent

i nt raLATA equa
access for their custoners either on their own initiative or within
si x nont hs of
receipt of a witten request froma carrier. Local phone conpanies
may ask the
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PSC to waive these requirenents if the witten request is not bona
fide, or if

i mpl ementation is econom cally burdensone or technically infeasible
or not in the

public interest.

- A |l ocal phone conpany nmay require a carrier requesting intralLATA
equal access
to establish a perfornance bond that woul d be subject to forfeit if
the carrier fails
to provide intralLATA | ong-di stance services within six nmonths of the
| ocal phone
conpany' s i npl enent ati on.

- The | ocal phone company nmust send witten information to its
custoners
descri bing i ntraLATA equal access and expl ai ning the intralLATA
carrier selection
process at |east 30 days before inplenmentation.

Witten coments on the proposed intralLATA equal access rul es nmust be
recei ved by the
PSC no | ater than Decenber 16. Send comrents to Karen Hamel, PSC, PO Box

202601,
Hel ena 59620- 2601.
Until intralLATA equal access is avail abl e, Montanans shoul d be aware that

t hey can use
the intralLATA | ong-di stance carrier of their choice if it's a carrier other
than U S West, but they
nmust dial that carrier's access code prior to placing calls.
Hit#



