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January 30, 1998
For nore information, contact:
Bonni e Lorang - 406-444-6191

PSC EXTENDS DEADLI NE FOR UNI VERSAL ACCESS FUND APPLI CATI ONS

The state Public Service Comm ssion has extended the deadline to May 1
for Montana
school s, libraries, health care providers and conmunities to apply for
assi stance fromthe state
programthat hel ps to fund access to advanced tel ecommuni cati ons services. The
fornmer deadline
was February 1.
The Mont ana Uni versal Access Program funded by a surcharge on intrastate
t el ecommuni cations services, will provide $250,000 in internet access funding
assi stance for
fiscal year 1998 and $500,000 for fiscal year 1999 for schools, libraries,
heal th care providers,
tribal colleges, and comunity public access points. The priority of the
programis to ensure
access to advanced tel econmuni cations is available in each Montana comunity.
Qualified applicants will receive a 50-percent discount off of the
t el ecommuni cati ons
provider's | owest business rate for the transport cost of a high-speed,
dedi cat ed phone |i ne.
Di scounts provided under the state programwill be reduced by the anount of
any federa
di scounts received by the applicant. The PSC will notify successful applicants
of their approved
di scount ampunts by June 1 and di scount funds will be disbursed no | ater than
June 30.
Applications for the Montana programare avail able fromthe PSC by
cal ling Bonnie
Lorang at 406-444-6191, or by witing to her at PO Box 202601, Hel ena MI
59620- 2601.
Applications may al so be obtained electronically fromthe PSC s |Internet web
site at
WWW. psc. it . gov.
The deadl i ne extension, as well as other issues related to the Universa
Access Program
wi || be discussed when the PSC neets with the Montana Uni versal Access Program
Over si ght
Board on February 11 at the PSC s offices in Hel ena.
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