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PSC CANCELS NEXT WEEK'S HEARINGS ON
PACIFIC POWER'S ELECTRIC RESTRUCTURING PLAN

The state Public Service Commission has cancelled the public hearing on
the application

of PacifiCorp for approval of its electric restructuring transition plan which
was scheduled to
begin Tuesday, March 24, in Kalispell. Also cancelled are the evening hearings
that were
scheduled for March 23 in Polson, March 24 in Libby, and March 25 in
Kalispell.

The PSC will conduct a hearing in Helena in May for the benefit of the
five large

customers entitled to choice on July 1. The PSC will reschedule public
hearings in Kalispell and
Libby for later in the summer on all issues in the company's restructuring
plan.

PacifiCorp filed its proposed plan last July to restructure its electric
operations pursuant

to the Electric Utility Industry Restructuring and Customer Choice Act passed
by the 1997
Montana Legislature. The new law provides for deregulation of the generation
and sale of
electricity to Montanans while electricity transmission and distribution will
remain regulated.

The new law requires PacifiCorp to offer its large industrial customers
in Montana the

opportunity to choose their electricity supplier by July 1998 and to begin
pilot supplier choice
programs for residential and small commercial customers by the same date. In
its transition plan,
however, Pacific Power proposes to forgo pilot programs and move all
residential and small
commercial customers to supplier choice on January 1, 1999.
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