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PSC CANCELS NEXT WEEK' S HEARI NGS ON
PACI FI C POVER S ELECTRI C RESTRUCTURI NG PLAN

The state Public Service Conmi ssion has cancelled the public hearing on
the application
of PacifiCorp for approval of its electric restructuring transition plan which
was scheduled to
begi n Tuesday, March 24, in Kalispell. Also cancelled are the eveni ng hearings
that were
schedul ed for March 23 in Pol son, March 24 in Libby, and March 25 in
Kal i spel | .
The PSC will conduct a hearing in Helena in May for the benefit of the
five large
custoners entitled to choice on July 1. The PSC wi |l reschedul e public
hearings in Kalispell and
Li bby for later in the summer on all issues in the conpany's restructuring
pl an.
Pacifi Corp filed its proposed plan last July to restructure its electric
operati ons pursuant
to the Electric Utility Industry Restructuring and Custoner Choice Act passed
by the 1997
Mont ana Legi sl ature. The new | aw provi des for deregul ati on of the generation
and sal e of
electricity to Montanans while electricity transnission and distribution wll
remai n regul at ed.
The new | aw requires PacifiCorp to offer its large industrial custoners
in Montana the
opportunity to choose their electricity supplier by July 1998 and to begin
pil ot supplier choice
prograns for residential and small commercial custoners by the sanme date. In
its transition plan,
however, Pacific Power proposes to forgo pilot prograns and nove al
residential and smal
comercial custoners to supplier choice on January 1, 1999.
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