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March 27, 1998

For nore information, contact:
Bob Rowe - 406-444-6167

Jay Driscoll - 406-444-6189

PSC SEEKS COMMENTS ON PACI FI C POAER' S PROPOSAL
TO CHANGE | TS ELECTRI C LI NE EXTENSI ON PQOLI CI ES

Custoners of Pacific Power and Light Co. have until April 24 to subnit
witten
comments or requests for hearing to the state Public Service Comi ssion on the
conpany's
proposal to revise its electric |line extension policies.
Under the existing line extension policy, Pacific Power extends an
electric line to a new
| ocation and provides the service drop, neter and transforner free of charge
if the location is
within 300 feet of existing facilities. The custoner nust pay the conpany's
costs to extend
servi ce over 300 feet.
If the PSC approves the conpany's new |ine extension proposal, the free
ext ensi on
al l owance will be based on a dollar anmobunt rather than distance. Under the new
plan, the line
extension all owance for a residential custoner will be $600, with the neter,
transfornmer and
service drop included in the job cost. The person requesting the line
extension will pay any |ine
ext ensi on costs that exceed $600. For new nonresidential |ocations, the line
ext ensi on al | owance
wi Il equal the applicant's estimated annual revenue. The applicant will have
to pay any costs to
extend service that exceed that anount.
O her changes proposed by Pacific Power include:

An increase from3 years to 5 years in the period of tine during
whi ch custoners

who paid for their line extensions are entitled to receive refunds
from new

customers who hook up to the same line.

A provision that customers nmay waive their right to refunds on a
i ne extension
advance and receive a $250 credit in return fromthe conpany.

A requirenment that the cost of relocating existing facilities at a
custoner's request

nmust be paid entirely by the custonmer. Under the existing policy,
the conpany is

responsi ble for half the cost.

According to Pacific Power, the proposed new |ine extension policy is
necessary to
prepare for conpetition in the electric industry. The conpany's proposal is
simlar to the electric
line extension policy already in place for Mntana Power Conpany. Persons
requesting a line
extension from MPC get a $500 extension all owance, plus the service drop,
transfornmer and
nmeter.
Comment s or requests for hearing on this proposal nmust be received by
April 24 by the
Publ i c Service Conmi ssion, PO Box 202601, Hel ena MI 59620-2601. The Mont ana
Consuner
Counsel (406-444-2771) is available to represent residential and snal
conmer ci al consuners
interests in this natter.
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