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April 1, 1998

For nore information, contact:
Dave Fi sher - 406-444-6168
Kat e Wi tney - 406-444- 3056

PSC WANTS | DEAS FOR SPENDI NG $141, 000
FOR TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS NEEDS

The state Public Service Commi ssion is |ooking for suggestions by Apri
24 on howto
spend approxi mately $141, 000 that has been paid into a service quality penalty
account by
US West Communi cati ons.
The noney in the account accunul ated as a result of US West's failures to
neet certain
service quality targets in accordance with the agreenent between the conpany
and the PSC t hat
settled the PSC s 1994 service quality lawsuit against the conpany. US West
nmet nost of the
servi ce objectives required by the agreenment's service i nprovenent plan, which
ended
March 31.
According to the terns of the settlenent agreenent, it is up to the PSC
to direct the use of
the noney in the penalty account, as long as it is used to enhance
t el econmuni cations in
US West's service territory in Mntana
The PSC wants the proceeds of the fund to benefit | owincome or otherw se
needy
Mont anans who have tel ecommuni cations needs that are not being net. The nobney
will be used
to fund proposals on a short-termor one-tinme basis in a manner that does not
requi re continued
PSC admi ni stration or oversight.
Persons or organi zations with ideas to propose for use of the fund should
send their
suggestions in witing no later than April 24 to Kate Witney, PSC, PO Box
202601, Hel ena Mr
59620- 2601. Proposal s should identify the tel econmuni cati ons needs that woul d
be addressed,
descri be how t he noney woul d be di sbursed, and specify the anmount of the
adm nistrative fee, if
any. The PSC will review all suggestions and determ ne which ones nerit
further consideration.
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