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April 2, 1998

For nore informati on, contact:
Dave Fi sher - 406-444-6168
Marti n Jacobson - 406-444-6178

PSC WAI TI NG FOR COST | NFORVATI ON ABOUT ADDI NG
GARDI NER & WEST YELLOASTONE TO BOGZEMAN LOCAL CALLI NG AREA

The state Public Service Conmi ssion has received nore than 100 letters
fromresidents of
t he Yel |l owst one Park and Bozenan areas concerni ng whether or not to add
Gar di ner, West
Yel | owst one and the Yell owstone Park area to the Bozeman/Livingston | oca
calling region.
"The commission is aware of the high level of interest in this natter
and is working to
have a final decision early this sumrer,
Fisher. "W will
continue to make every effort to informthe public of future proceedi ngs and
to provide anpl e
opportunity for public participation."
In January the PSC gave US West Conmuni cations 90 days to detern ne what
it would
cost and what affected custoners' tel ephone rates woul d be under three
di fferent options: 1)
preserving the existing Yell owstone expanded | ocal calling region; 2)
returni ng the exchanges
within the Yell owstone region to their previous calling arrangenent; or 3)
conbi ni ng the
Yel | owst one regi on with the Bozeman/Livi ngston expanded | ocal calling region
US West has
until April 15 to file the requested cost information
Upon receipt of that information, the PSC will analyze it in order to
det er mi ne whet her or
not the current calling arrangenment in the Yell owstone region should be
changed in any way or
term nated. If the costs are not prohibitive, the calling areas nay be
conbi ned and calls fromthe
Yel | owst one Park area, Gardi ner and West Yell owstone to Livingston and Bozeman
woul d t hen
be | ocal .

according to PSC chai rman Dave
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