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PSC Approves Montana Consumer Counsel-MDU Natural Gas Rate Stipulation

HELENA — Yesterday, the Montana Public Service Commission issued a final order approving the natural
gas rate increase stipulation agreed to by MDU and the Montana Consumer Counsel. This final approval
is the culmination of a fifteen month endeavor that began in September of 2012 and spanned two terms
of the Public Service Commission, providing Commissioners and PSC staff ample time for review.

In a settlement process similar to mediation, MDU and the Montana Consumer Counsel, representing
the ratepayers, were able to hammer out an agreement that satisfied the interests of both parties. The
stipulation ensures that consumers and system safety and reliability remain well-protected, while
allowing MDU to operate earning a fair and reasonable rate.

Commissioner Kirk Bushman of Billings remarked, “We are pleased to approve this stipulation
agreement between the Montana Consumer Counsel and MDU. Ratepayers throughout the state were
well-represented by the Consumer Counsel, who represents utility consumers in rate cases such as this
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In a 4-1 vote, the Commission gave the go-ahead to the stipulation between the two parties, noting that
approval of their agreement will provide regulatory and rate certainty as we enter heating season. The
settlement ended up being about half of what MDU originally asked the PSC to approve. Travis Kavulla
of Great Falls was the lone no vote on the approval and he will be issuing a dissenting opinion to
accompany the final order.

“We commend MDU’s willingness to come to the negotiating table and the Consumer Counsel’s staunch
advocacy for fair and equitable rates for consumers to ensure that they are well-protected,” said
Commission Vice-Chair Bob Lake.
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For more information, visit psc.mt.gov or contact PSC Communications Director Chris Shipp at (406) 444-
6171. Follow the PSC at Twitter.com/MT_PSC or visit Facebook.com/MontanaPSC.



