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(2) MP&E Inspector Positions
(New) Operating Practices Inspector Position
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RESPONSE TO 2014 LEGISLATIV H AUDIT

Angus Maciver, Legislative Auditor
Deborah F. Butler, Legal Counsel

To:
FrOM:

DATE:
RE:

ATTACHMENTS:

Introduction

LEGISLATIVE AUDIT DIVISION

Deputy Legislative Auditors:
Cindy Jorgenson
Joe Murray

MEMORANDUM

Legislative Audit Committee Members

Diedra Murray, Information Systems Audit Manager

Major General Matthew Quinn. Adjutant General, Department of Military Affairs
Sundi West, Deputy Director. Department of Military Affairs

Drelila Bruno, Disaster & Emergency Services Division Administrator,
Department of Military Affairs

Brad Johnson, Chairman, Montana Public Service Commission

Will Rosquist, Regulatory Division Adminisirator. Montana Public Service
Commission

June 2017

Performance Audit Fallow-Up (17SP-28): Railroad Safety (14P-13)
Original Performance Audit Summary

The Raiiroad Safety report was issued to the Committes in November 2015, The audit included two
recommendations ta the Montana Public Service Commission (PSC) and three recommendations to the
Department of Military Affairs (DMA)_ In May 2017, we conducted follow-up work to assess

T'his memorandum summarizes the results of our fallow-

up work

af the report rec

Our review of Railroad Safety focused on three risk areas. including emergency response
planning and capability with respect to derailments and HAZMAT events: review of the
state’s ability to inspect rail activity in Montana: and review of safety of highway rail
crossings in Montana. The audit report contained two recommendations to the Public

Overview

Service Commission related to becoming more active in its administration of rail safety in
Montana and three recommendations to the Department of Military Affairs to improve the
planning and response capability to a train derailment with a HAZMAT component at bath
the state and local levels. Based on our follow-up work, we determined the Public Service

Commission has made improvements to its admini:
however, additional work needs to be completed before the recommendations are fully

implemented. The Department of
; .

ation of rail safety in Montana;

ary Affairs has completed work on all three
fully impl one, partially implementing one, and working

towards implementation on the last ane.

Backpround

Mationwide interest in raiload safety continued to grow after several major rail accidents across Canada
and the United States invalving transport of crude oil by rail resulted in catastrophic fires, fatalities, and
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2017 Session — FTE cuts across all agencies

2019 Session — Vacancy savings

2021 Session — ETIC interim denied request

2023 Session — HBZ Died in committee

2025 Session

HB103 - 4 FTE Requested (Tabled in appropriations
HB2 — 2 FTE Passed through amendment



Montana 3,680
Washington — 2,876
Oregon — 2,369
Railroad Track Miles Per State o 16
orth Dakota — 3,223
Nevada — 1,193
Arizona — 1,724

State Railroad Inspectors Per State
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BNSF RAILWAY TAKES
CONTROL OF MONTANA
RAIL LINK

« Effective 1/1/2024 Montana Rail Link has
become the “MRL Subdivision” of BNSF's
Montana Division.

- 0 Class Il regional railroads in Montana.

- Increases BNSF's footprint by nearly 1,000
track miles.




BLOCKED CROSSINGS

Prohibition On Extended Obstruction Of Highway Crossings

69-14-626. Prohibition on extended obstruction of highway
crossings. (1) It shall be unlawful for any corporation, association, or
company to willfully obstruct, blockade, interfere with, or prevent the
free use of any public highway within the state where such highway
crosses any railroad track outside of incorporated cities and towns by
stopping any railroad train, car, engine, or locomotive for more than
15 minutes at any one time or by placing, depositing, or leaving any
article or thing whatsoever on any railroad track at the point where
any public highway crosses such track outside of incorporated cities
and towns.

(2) Any corporation, association, or company so obstructing,
blockading, or interfering with the free use of any such highway shall
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof
shall be punished by a fine of not less than $25 or more than $100.
This section shall not be construed as repealing any existing laws
prohibiting encroachments upon or obstruction of public highways.

Title:

Docketed:
Lower Ct:

Case
Numbers:

Decision
Date:

Ohio, Petitioner
V.
CSX Transportation, Inc.

November 15, 2022
Supreme Court of Ohio

(2020-0608)

August 17, 2022




2023 PROGRAM SUMMARY

State Inspections: 293
Joint FRA Inspections: 41
Defects: 1,827

Violations: 2
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION (FRA)

INSPECTION REPORT

OMB Approval No.: 2130-0509

Violation Recommended I:‘-)-%

No

Inspector's Name Inspector's Signature Inspector's ID No. Report No_ Date
vV mm dd

Sherwood. Daniel M3005 17 2023 03 23
Fallroad Company Name & Address RC Tivision FRCo. Representative (Receipt Acknowiedzed)

BNSF RATLWAY COMPANY

R SYSTEM Name  Dawid Johnson
RR/C . .
Code ° Subdivisien Title Mechanical Foreman
Great Falls MT BNsF SYSTEM Email david johnson122807@bnsf com
Signature

From: i Codes Destination City & County From Latitude

city  GARRISON 0477 ? J ¥ Codes

state MT 30 City From Longitude

County POWELL C077 County To Latitude

Mile Post: From To Inspection Point GARRISON YARD To Longitude

P 215 24 231 232 TCL 232X CARS
Units: 110 110 110 110 70 1 110

Sub Units 0 0 0 0 0 6 0
ltem |InitialsMilepost  |Equipment/Track # |Type/Kind |40 CFR/ |Defect |Subrule Speed |Class | Tram #/Site SNER* |[RCL** [£of  |Activity

USC Occ.#** [Code

1 up 274101 FB 231 0031 [Al N N 1 231
Description
(B-end) drawbar height low - less than 31 1/2" from top of 1ail
Seal Applied Seal Removed Hazard Class UNNAID

Latitude: Longitude:

Written Notification to

Railroad Action Code
FRA of Remedial Actionis: | Reqvired  [//]Optional ‘ Dj:‘ Date(mm/dd/yyyy): |:| Comments on back?

2 uP 274101

ltem |Initials/Milepost Equipment/Track # |Type/Kind [49 CFR/ |Defect |Subrule Speed  |Class | Train #/Site SNFR* |RCL** [#of  |Activity
USC Occ.***| Code
FB 231 0136 |D2 N N 1 231




OVERHEATED
WHEEL BEARING

BNSF Silver Bow, MT
September 31st, 2023
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DEFECTIVE WHEEL BEARING
ADAPTER WEAR PLATE

MRL Missoula, MT
August 281, 2023




MU CABLE

BNSF Locomotive Mechanical Facility

Great Falls, MT
August 31, 2023
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WHEEL
DEFECTS

MRL Helena, MT
June 7th, 2023

BNSF Whitefish, MT
June 11, 2023
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NATIONAL TRAIN
ACCIDENT RATE 20714-2023
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Major Cause
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- Egquipment

- Humamn
16 X - Miscellan=sous
Accident Trends 2010-2023: B Track
*No equipment caused derailments in Montana since 2018
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RAILROAD PROGRAM
ASRSM UPDATE 2025

Questions?
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THANK YOU

Dan Sherwood
daniel.sherwood@mt.gov

psc.mt.gov
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