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RAILROAD 
PROGRAM 
EXPANSION
(2 FTE)

(2) MP&E Inspector Positions    
(New) Operating Practices Inspector Position
(New) Track Inspector Position

2



RESPONSE TO 2014 LEGISLATIVE AUDIT
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• 2017 Session – FTE cuts across all agencies

• 2019 Session – Vacancy savings

• 2021 Session – ETIC interim denied request 

• 2023 Session – HB2 Died in committee 

• 2025 Session 

• HB103 - 4 FTE Requested (Tabled in appropriations)

• HB2 – 2 FTE Passed through amendment
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Railroad Track Miles Per State

Montana 3,680
Washington – 2,876
Oregon – 2,369
Idaho – 1,654
North Dakota – 3,223
Nevada – 1,193
Arizona – 1,724
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BNSF RAILWAY TAKES 
CONTROL OF MONTANA 
RAIL LINK

• Effective 1/1/2024 Montana Rail Link has 
become the “MRL Subdivision” of BNSF’s 
Montana Division.

• 0 Class II regional railroads in Montana.

• Increases BNSF’s footprint by nearly 1,000 
track miles. 
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BLOCKED CROSSINGS

• Prohibition On Extended Obstruction Of Highway Crossings

• 69-14-626. Prohibition on extended obstruction of highway 
crossings. (1) It shall be unlawful for any corporation, association, or 
company to willfully obstruct, blockade, interfere with, or prevent the 
free use of any public highway within the state where such highway 
crosses any railroad track outside of incorporated cities and towns by 
stopping any railroad train, car, engine, or locomotive for more than 
15 minutes at any one time or by placing, depositing, or leaving any 
article or thing whatsoever on any railroad track at the point where 
any public highway crosses such track outside of incorporated cities 
and towns.

• (2) Any corporation, association, or company so obstructing, 
blockading, or interfering with the free use of any such highway shall 
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be punished by a fine of not less than $25 or more than $100. 
This section shall not be construed as repealing any existing laws 
prohibiting encroachments upon or obstruction of public highways.
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Title: Ohio, Petitioner
v.
CSX Transportation, Inc.

Docketed: November 15, 2022

Lower Ct: Supreme Court of Ohio

Case 
Numbers:

(2020-0608)

Decision 
Date:

August 17, 2022



2023 PROGRAM SUMMARY

• State Inspections: 293 

• Joint FRA Inspections: 41

• Defects: 1,827

• Violations: 2  
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OVERHEATED 
WHEEL BEARING
BNSF Silver Bow, MT 

September 31st, 2023
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DEFECTIVE WHEEL BEARING 
ADAPTER WEAR PLATE
MRL Missoula, MT 

August 28th, 2023
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MU CABLE
BNSF Locomotive Mechanical Facility

Great Falls, MT 

August 31st, 2023
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WHEEL 
DEFECTS

MRL Helena, MT

June 7th, 2023

BNSF Whitefish, MT

June 11th, 2023
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NATIONAL TRAIN 
ACCIDENT RATE 2014-2023

Sample Footer Text 12



Sample Footer Text 13

Accident Trends 2010-2023:
*No equipment caused derailments in Montana since 2018

.

Accident/Incident Overview 2010-2023 *2023 Data through October:



RAILROAD PROGRAM 
ASRSM UPDATE 2025

Questions?
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THANK YOU
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Dan Sherwood

daniel.sherwood@mt.gov

psc.mt.gov

15


	Railroad Program ASRSM update 2025
	Railroad Program Expansion�(2 FTE)
	Response to 2014 Legislative Audit
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Blocked crossings
	2023 Program summary
	Overheated wheel bearing
	Defective wheel bearing adapter wear plate
	mu cable
	Wheel Defects
	National Train Accident Rate 2014-2023
	Slide Number 13
	Railroad Program ASRSM update 2025
	Thank you

